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PREFACE. 



This Book which contains 'such " provincial " 
words, now or, lately in use at Wakefield, as I [ 
can call to mind or hear of, is printed as a step I 
toward something better. 

The list is not put forth as complete, for there j 
must be local words which it does not contain ; 
nor as including only expressions specially 
belonging to this town or district, because i 
place can have more tlian a few peculiarities, anJ 
whatever be the origin of a word it is almost | 
sure to he employed in several neighboring 
dialects. Therefore, natives of Barnslcy, Ossett, 
Batley, Leeds, or Bradford, may find many of 
their sayings in use amongst us, slightly differing 
in sound ; but people from Whitby, or torn 
Staiths or other parts of Cleveland, or from 
Muker or Hawes woiild probably discover very i 
few familiar to them. 



IV PREFACE. 

We have no late publication strictly in oui 
dialect, as the Barnsley and Leeds folk have in 
theirs. Some centuries ago the speech of this 
district appears to have been written as ordinary 
English of the time. Several of the Towneley 
(or Wakefield) Mysteries contain words and 
phrases which the characters in the plays must 
I have uttered as purely Wakefield people of oui 

time would speak them. Cayn, for instance, ir 
I the "Mactatio Abel," talks and swears like a 

! fractious, Wakefield, blackguard of twenty year« 

! ago. Some of the words referred to will be 

I found in the List. The following, from various 

' plays, are clearly Wakefieldisms — 

Thata/isdry page 2 rj^myhose i] 

Both hold and drive ... II wer^ my shoyn I] 

a craw to pulle 15 ^/ this thyng be broght 

Sam together 27 to end 3J 

Isallfor^^w? 42 toche now thi thee 

thou shalt not jw/^^ ... 50 [thigh] 4; 

Nere hand 98 four^ commaundement 5( 

A dyld his ded 1 95 settes not 2ifle wyng bi 

C/(£7w/ his kap 199 Sir Cesar ..: 19: 

Be not to ^^/w^ 197 go his gate 24; 

Open youre yate 248 melle the not with us . . . 24* 

roten inwar^y as the colkewi^va. 28 

The ordinary method of representing diak 
words, though not precise, is generally b( 
understood; and, therefore, is employed he 
Mr. W. L. Robinson's plan has the advantag 
being both certain and simple to those 



f acquainted with it ; but unfortunately few I 
ind for this reason an intention to print I 

^ words with his characters has been reluctantly J 
1 up. 

fc The Wakefield dialect has at least two sounds I 
which appear shut out from national English 1 
speecli, and competent men tiiink rightly. These I 
are 0!a and eigJi, or «', as in grow and neigh, | 
which we are told to utter hke o in so and a 
lay, tllus making bow mto hoe, row into i 
weight into 7itaee, and eight into ah: People 1 
who know the dialects of this and neighboring I 
towns, will not require any explanation of these I 
sounds. It is hoped tliat those who do not will I 
be able to leara them thus — the vowels in 
and ami may be represented by ah-oo. Substitute I 
the awoUaw!oTah, and pronounce the dipthong I 
auH>o as rapidly as the aA-oit of cow is sounded, I 
and that will be nearly right. The sound eigh I 
is got at by a quick utterance of il as in laU and I 
i as in sit — a-i. The ow and eigfi, or «, when I 
sounded in this manner are printed in italic. \ 
Aspirates are seldom, if ever, used in the dialect ;| 
and though ^is employed in the book for the! 
purpose of shewing what the words arc, the sign I 
is primed in italic to mark its silence. SucliJ 
^jvonU ^ a/^s^. tf/Juse mh not ffian^^^l^ 



n PREFACE. 

they, also, are not aspirated. As mentioned in 
the list, the indefinite article an is seldom used ; 
but a only. The/ sound of g, also, is shewn by 
italics. Eh, which is often used, is intended to 
represent the sound of e in s^rv'd, for which we 
have no proper sign. T. M. means Towneley 
Mysteries. The maxims and sayings of the dis- 
trict are not remarkable for poetic expression, or 
tenderness even, or, indeed, anything better than 
the most ordinary " worldly wisdom." They are 
nearly all of the earth, earthy, and denote no 
more originaHty or sense in the user than the 
commonest verb in the vocabulary ; but they 
are always accepted as wise and indisputable. 
The following are some of these : — 

A daay after t' fair. 

Aht on ^is ^eead. 

As big as bull beef. 

As deead as a doar naal. 

As deeaf as a doar naaL 

As short as Dick's hatb'nd at went nine times rahand an' 

wodn't tee. 
As ^appy as pigs e muck. 
Cuttin' off yer noase to spite yer faace. 
Cut yer coit accordin' to yer cloth. 
Doant buy a pig in a poak. 
Doant kick a chap when <5e's dahii. 
Doant reckon yer cliickins afore tlicr //etcht. 
Do fair. 



PREFACE. VU 

Donfe up stump an rump. 
Drop it an call it ^auf a daah. 
FoUerin' yer noase. 
Gim an' bide it. 

^evin yer noase up o't* grinleston. 
ZTobson's choice, that or noan. 

If foaks does owt at's wreng its suer to come ^oame by 'em. 
If t' sky wor to tum'le ye'd catch larks. 
In for a penny in for a pahnd. 
It's a ill wind at blows noabody good. 
Led by t'noase. 
Mad as a March ^aare. 
Mak a daah on it. 
Payin' thrugh t' noase. 
Penny wise and pahnd fooilish. 
Puttin' ^is noase aht o' joint 
Saddle ^im wi' it. 
Saafe as a thief in a milL 
Shut t' stable doar when t' ^orse is stown. 
Sue a heggax and get a lahse. 

Talk o' t' diwel and ^e'll awther come er rattle ^is chr/n&. 
To get seckt 

To much on a good thing's good for nowt. 
T' tune at t^ozvd cah deed on. 
Tuk it up on ^is awn ^eead. 
Two blacks doant mak a white. 

Warse tilings is an better, 'cos they're suer to mend sooin* 
What's bred i' t' boan ah'll nivver get aht o' t' flesh. 
What's gotten ovver t' divvle's back '11 be spent under //i» 
belly. 

Other like sayings will be found in the book, 

and there are many more in use among us. It 
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will be seen that most of them are common to 
many parts of England. 

I have to thank several friends for help. For 
the topographical explanations I am much in- 
debted to Mr. Thos. Taylor, the coroner. 



W. S. B. 



Wakefield^ August^ 1865. 



WAKEFIELD WORDS. 



A pronounced A-ah^ A ; an. The article 
an is seldom used in the dialect. We 
say " a ahnce " (an ounce) ; " a egg ; " 
" a owd ^eead". We do say "a nuther j " 
" a nod glass ; " and " a nod un." 

Aah-ba, a loud vulgar laugh or shout. " What 
ar teh makkin that gert Aah-ba for ? " 

A BAHT "ReighT^ right, or rightly. 

A-B-c'S; the common English alphabet " Can 
he sa-ah his A-B-C's ? " 

Abide, bear with, endure. " Can't abide ^im." 

Aboon, above, more than. " Aboon thy ^eead." 
" Aboon ^awf." 

A' BUD, ah but. " Ah'U bensil >^im ! "— " A' bud, 
he happen weeant let theh." 

AcKERONS, acorns. 

Addle, earn. Addlins — earnings. "Savin's 
good addlin." 

A. E. I. o. u. Y. The vowel sounds used in this 
district do not differ systematically from 
those of common English. The speech 
is not a mere vulgarism ; and, so far as I 



A E I O U. 

can see, no rule can be constructed on 
the subject of the differences. Where, 
for instance, the a as sounded in bat 
would be employed in the national speech, 
we, in some words, use the e of s^nd, as 
in benkt and shenks) but we say bandy 
sand, hat, hand. In like manner we 
sometimes sound the a of iar correctly, 
or at most a little broadly, as in barley ; 
sometimes differently, as in fath'r and 
fa-dther. Where ea would be the vowel 
we have eigh (or ei) or ee-a, or the a of 
sat. Thus — meil, steil, speik, for meal, 
steal, speak; see-^l, pee-al, bree-ach, for 
seal, peal, breach. Reach is reich or 
rack, as reich it heear ; rack d my ee. In 
case of the i of pme, we use finned for 
find, but we also say thine and mine. 
The ou of bound is represented by ah or 
u, bahnd or bun ; found is /un. The oo 
of such words as moon and soon is often 
pronounced oo-i, as moo-in, soo-in ; but we 
say book, look, groom, smook, while tuck 
stands for took. 

The a of b^te is usually lengthened 
into the dipthong a-e {e as in s^rv'd). I 
have represented this by a-a. The a of 
call, and, indeed, a majority of the vowels 
are commonly drawn out in a similar 
manner, as caw-el for call ; lee-an for lean ; 
i-eron for iron ; go-an for gone ; bo-at for 
boat ; tw-se for use. And there is a 
broadening of the a of bat, e of pet, i of 
pit, i of bird, o of pot, oo of good, oi of 
boil, ew of new, and u of but 



Afore, before, " afore long," soon. 
Akterclaps, unpleasant things coming after I 
affairs which were supposed ended. J 

Afternooiniw, refreshment between dinner \ 
and tea, See " drinkins." 
I AoA ATE, going on with, as, " agaate o't job," 
k^^B " Awlus agaate o' sumbody "—always | 
^^^^^h annoying somebody. 
^^^Hn. "Ah weeant," I won't. See " 1," and 
^^H^ "Meh." 

P Abb, our. See " Ehz," and "\Ver." and " Meh." 
AfiTED, put out. " Ahted t' first ball." 
Athebsaah, I dare say. "Wor ^e theear I 
thinks teh!" " Athersaah /le wor, but | 
ah didn't see ^im." 
Ahtin, an outing, a holiday excursion. 
Aht o' t'caate, out of the way. " Cum aht 
o' t'gaate." " Pooar chap, he's deead an j 
aht o' l' gaate." 
Ahtshot, outshot. A building projected from i 

the main erection. 
Ami-wood, Outwood. Once a broad waste be- 
longing to the Lord of the Manor of 
Wakefield, situate in the hamieis of 
Stanley, Wrenthorp, and Alverthorp, ex- 
tending from Kirkham Gate to Bottom 
Boat, called in the andent compoli, I am 
told, Foritnecum Bescum. It is all now ' 
inclosed. 
Akin, related to, 
Aks, ask. 
Akst iV CHURCH, having liad banns of marri 

publisht 
Ale 'us, alehouse. 
All afloitSj all afloat : things in disorder. 



4 ASYLUM. 

All aht, all out, intirely. "All aht t'best i' 
t'lot." 

Alley, a passage. " A Alley " in a church is an 
Aisle ; and the corrupt expression " mid- 
dle Alley " means the nave. 

All nowt, nothing. " It's all nowt." 

All theare, of competent understanding. 
" Not all theare," means of defective intel- 
lect. 

All t'goa, in the fashion. " Brooad brim'd ^ats 
is all t'goa wi t'lasses just nah." 

All to nowt, complete. " Beat //im all to nowt." 
" All to pieces," has like meaning. 

Ameng 'ans, among-hands ; between times. 
" We sal do yahr wahrk ameng //ans." 

Ammot, am not. 

Amus ZTahses, almshouses. The lane they are 
in is called " T'amus ahse laane." 

An-all, also. "ZTe went; and shoo went 
an-all." 

Anent, opposite. Usually, " ovver-anent." 

Anparcy, the &c. Children in " saying " their 
alphabet used to run on, " — x.y.z, an- 
parcy." 

Arrans, spiders. 

Ar'd, see " pocka'rd." 

Arridge, a ridge or edge. A " sharp arridge " 
on a horse shoe is the projection in front 
to enable the horse to keep on his feet 
when drawing. 

Askerd, hzard. " Dry askerd," a land lizard. 
" Watter askerd," a newt. 

Ass, ash ; cinders. " Ass-/^oil," ash pit. 

AsTEEAD, instead. 

Asylum, see " Sylum." 



BAEST. 5 

At, that. " It's Mm at did it." See T. M. 
Glossary, "At." 

At-after, afterward. 

AvvER BREEAD, oaten bread. 

AwFisH, halfish, neither well nor ill. 

Aye, sounded /, yes. Our commonest affirma- 
tive. See " Ei " also. 

Ayther, either. "Awther" is most frequent. 



B 



Bthru a bull fooit. " Ife doesn't knaw 
a B thru a bull fooit " — that is, is illiterate. 
Baade, bathe. 
Baaker's dozen, thirteen. 
Baakin spittle. Spittle, a spade (little spade ?) 

Flat wooden spade to turn cakes with 

when baking. 
Baal-aht, to " lade " out, as getting water out 

of boats with a small water bucket. 
Baate, Bit, " ommost baate my fing'r off." We 

also sometimes say " bited,'- for did bite. 
Back-aht, retreat from a difficulty; grow 

lukewarm. 
Back-end, latter part, as " back end o't year." 

" Next back-end " means toward end of 

year. 
Backerds way, backward. 
Backston, baking stone. 
Badger, meal-seller. To " badger " is also to 

banter in price ; also to teaze. 
Baest, beat. 



6 BECK. 

Baestin t* M<f/T, is pouring fat over the meat 

as it roasts. 
Bahn, bound, going. "Ahm bahn," means I 

am going. 
Baht, I, an event or affair. A "bad baht" is 

usually a bad illness. " Sich a baht wi 

Mm to get it done." 

2, Without. " Baht brass," is without 

money. 
Band, hempen twine. 
Bands. Doorbands of iron or brass, with a 

round hole to hang on a crook and form 

a hinge, are called "bands and crooks." 
Band-spinner, hempen twine spinner. 
Bargest, an apparition. What sort of ghost I 

The word is used also as a term of abuse. 
Barley, (parley?) a word used by children in 

such a game as " tigs," when they wish 

to be freed for a time from taking part in 

the game. 
Barns, children. " A byrd hav I broght to my 

bame." T. M. ii8. "A madyn a barn 

shuld here." T. M. 158. 
Bass, i, a door mat. 

2, a joiner's bag made of matting to 

carry tools in. 
Bat, a blow. " They gat a bat between *em, 

bud ah doant knaw which on 'em gat it." 
Bauk, prevent. 
Bawk, beam, as of timber. Also the top of a 

room, as "up a* f bawk." "T' ^ahse 

wor sa low ih ran my ^eead ageean t* 

bawk." 
Beck, a small stream, as " Ings beck," a name 

common over the N.W. and N.E. of 

Yorkshire. 
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Beeaole, an uncouth figure or " fright," 

bonny be eagle." 
Beeas, beasts, horned cattle. 
Beeatem, exceeds all. " Ilt's t' beeatem o' all J 

Beeldin, a building. 

Beerified, tipsy, " bud not r«^t dnikken." 

Beest, a cow's first milk after catving. 

Beetle, a large wooden reiallet, such as is used '■ 

by Hag stone-setters and others. 
Before u«ghts long, before long; soon. 
Behopden, beholden; indebted to. "Ahm 1 

noan beAoddcn to thee." 
Eellas-S to beat. 

Belij;rin, bellowing; crying loudly. 
Belt, beaL Perhaps to strike with a belt Similar I 

word to " welt." 
Bekc up, upright ; straight up ; direct " A beng 1 

up chap," is an upright, decent ma 

" Went beng up to /lan and alut h'an." 
Benkt, become bankrupt. " They benkl vany 

Be'nah, by this time. " Mud 'a been back, be 

nah, ahst a thowX." 
Bensil, to beat. " A good bensilin," a good ' 

beating. 
Bevil, a face set diagonally, as in stone, wood, 

or other material. * 
BiD, to invite. " Biddin foaks to t' buiyin," is 

asking them to a funeral, as of a brotlier 

member of a friendly society. 
Ma>Z, to bear, or endure. "Ah can't bide it." 

" Ht weeant bide sprikin" to," 
^cocK, a hat, now called a wideawake. \ 

Twenty or thirty years ago it was called, 



S BRAADES. 

also, a " Jahwy chap's " hat, a jal 

chap being a narrow-boat man. 
Blaan, a boil or carbuncle. The word occ 

in chilblain. " Where it abides it mal 

a blayn." T. M. 63. 
Blaame, an imprecation. " Blame it " 

equivalent to *' confound it." 
Black clocks, blackbeetles. " There's noa en 

o' black clocks i' t' //oil." 
Blatter, batter. " Blatter puddin'." 
Blawch, noisy talk. "A greeat blawchir 

woman." 
Bleb, blister, as from scalding. 
Blegs, blackberries, bramble berries. 
Blether, a bladder. 
Blustery, a wind coming in gusts, or blowing 

strongly. 
Blutherin, sobbing and crying. 
BoANE-iDLE, very lazy. 
BoDDOM-CLEEAN, thoroughly clean. A hussif who 

does not remove the dust from the 

" comers " is not bottom clean. 
Boggard, a ghost or apparition. "T' black 

boggard " is spoken of as if one personage 

or thing. 
BoKEN, to retch as if about to vomit. 
BoLLEs, Lady, see *' Lady Bolles." 
Bonny, pretty. Also, when used ironically, not 

pretty. "A bonny job" is a serious 

matter. 
Boot, over and above. " If ah swap mine agean 

yahrs ah'l /lev summat to boot." 
Botch, A bungler. 
Braades, is like. "Braades o' me," like me, 

(same dreed as me ?) 
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Brackens, fems with pinnate fronds. 

Braeward, rim of a hat. 

BrammlE, a bramble. 

Brandrev, an Iron frame to hold Yorkshire _ 

ding when baking before the fire undeKJ 

meat. 
Bran new, quite neiv. 
Brass, money. 

Brat, a child's pinafore ; also the child itself. 
Bray, to beat, as with the hands. 
Brazzenfaced, bold, impudent. 
Brig, bridge. The " brigs " is a wooden frame ] 

to hold the sieve when the beer liqm 

poured through. 
Brim, shaqi and keen. " T'wind's varry brim up I 

o' t' iSilL" In Chaucer it means sharpB 

and furious. In Spencer, S.C. Feb. weB 

" Eft when, ye couDt you freed from fear, 

Comes the hreme winter with rhamFrpH browF.'' 

And see "brymly" T. M. 305. 
Brock, the cuckoo-spit insect. " Sweeat like a 

brock," 
Brokken, become insolvent. " T'benk's brok- 

Bruce Chapil. Zion chapel was so called after \ 
Rev. Samuel Bruce, the first ministei 
was opened r January, 1783, and rebuilt I 
in 1844. 
Buckle to, set to work. 
BuDCE, shift or move. 
'@DGTH, size. "It wor abaht t' biigtli on a 1 
larrable." 

wild plums, sold often as damsons, 
' but inferior. 



lO CALDER. 

BuLLOCKiN, abusing in an overbearing ws 
"That bailey comes bullockin up i 
dahn t* raw freetnin t*wimmen aht o' the 
senses." In T. M. 85 occurs " Go* 
keep us... from all bylle hagersJ* Is thii 
the same word ? 

BuLLYRAGGiN, abusing in a violent manner. 

Bum bailey, bound bailiff. 

Bun, bound. ** Bun to do it." " To sing are 
we bun." T. M. 119. 

Bur, stop. " Bur t* wheel wi a stone." 

Burl, deal out. When several drinkers share 
the ale from one pitcher it is burled -, 
usually in tot glasses holding the fourth 
of a pint, or less. " Give us a*nuther toL" 

Butter scotch, butter and sugar boiled together, 
say one weight of butter to two of sugar. 

By gens, a form of oath. T. M. has " Bi ges." 



CAFT, afraid, " Caft on it," became afraid 
to do it. 

Cahcummer, cucumber. 

Cahrin, cowering. " Cahrin up o' t* ^arston." 

Cake, unite in a mass. Small coals on a fire 
" cake together." 

Calder, the river whereon Wakefield stands. It 
flows from the south-western side of 
Yorkshire, the main stream rising "in a 
narrow dell between Rochdale and Tod- 
morden." Phil. Yor. 96. It passes 




through lands rich ia stooe and coal and 

abounding in woollen factories ; and it 

enters the Aire near Castleford after a 

course of about forty-five miles. Thirty 

years ago it was a clear sweet stream ; 

now people can see and smell that it has 

neither of these good qualities. 
Call, 1 scold. 

2 need for. " Thear wom't noa call 

for niwct o' t' soart." 
Callin, calling. Used deprecatingly of the 

practice of women wasting their time 

gossiping with neighbors. 
Cammeril, a notcht stick used by butchers to 

hang up a carcase by pushing it through 

the ham strings. 
Campin, similar to callin ; but usually meaning 

to stand gossiping in street or yard. 

" Shoo stans campin at t' yard end thrugh 

morn to neet." 
Can, a tin vessel for carrying liquids; usually 

" tin can." 
Cappil, a patch on a shoe. 
Capt, puzzled. "Ah wor fair capt." "That's 

a capper." 
Carcass, body of beast or human being dead 

or alive. "Blaame Ais carcass." 
Cat nut, the earth nut, biinium flixuosuin. 
Causek, causeway, a flag'd footpath. 
Cawfi.ickt, having portion of the hair growing 

the wrong way. 
Cemetery. This beautiful burialground, provided 

by the Council of the Borough at a cost 

ofabout;£'i 1, 300, was opened ist August, 

1859. Separate portions are appropriated 



12 CHAPIL UP OV BRIDGE. 

to the Established Church and Dissenters, 
and among the latter the Society of Friends 
and Roman Catholics have their own dis- 
tinct plots. 

Cestren, cistern. 

Chald, the beck which rises near Howley and 
enters the Calder in Thorn es Lane. 

Cha'mer neighT and garrit neighT, buildings 
of two stories and three stories. Mr James 
Oakes has heard " doar st«*d height^ 

Chapil up oY Bridge. This beautiful chantry 
(St. Mary's) dating, it is said, from the 
time of Edw. Ill ; measuring inside about 
41 feet by 17 ; and standing on the eastern 
side of Wakefield Bridge, was restored in 
1847 ^-t a cost of ;^3,ooo. It was unfor- 
tunately rebuilt with such unsuitable stone 
that it is perishing very fast. It will, I 
suppose, be repaired again, and then we 
may hope the ugly, useless, iron fence 
(sign of nothing better than an unworthy 
want of trust) will be pulled down and 
thrown away. The front of the chapel is 
divided downward into five compartments. 
The lower portions of these are filled in 
with rich stone carving, and the upper 
with small stone figures representing, i. 
The Annunciation of the birth of Jesus ; 
2. His birth ; 3. His resurrection ; 4. His 
ascension, and 5. The descent of the Holy 
Ghost upon his disciples. A winding 
stair at the N,E. comer leads to the roof 
and ends in a small bell tower; down- 
ward it conducts to the small crypt, out 
of which, until lately, a doorway leading 




UkCH, PARISH. 



to the priests' house opened on to the 
chapel island. The base of the building 
is made narrow and wedge-shaped and 

(worked into a pier of the bridge so as to 
offer little resistance to the stream. The 
date of the original foundation of the 
fhapel is, I believe, not ascertained. Le- 
land, who washete in or after 1 538, wastold 
the Townsmen founded it, but he heard 
also that the Dukes of York were taken 
as founders. The popular notion of its 
being a memorial of the battle of Wake 
field, 1460, appears incorrect. The old 
chapel tront is now at K-ettlethorp, The 
foundation of the priests' house stands 
against llie wall of the bridge, a few yards 
north of the chapel. 
Chavun, chewing, as horses do oats. 
Chans, chains. 
j Chelter'd, clotted, as "cheller'd" blood. 
I Childer, children. 
I CnnaLEY, chimney. 

Chonxe barn, an iUegilmiale child. "Slioo/n;'! 

Aim by chonce." 
Chowl. the jaw. See " Jowl." 
Chowlter /Teead, a stupid person. 
Chubbins, pieces of wood collected for the bon- 
fires of 5th November. 
Chuck, 1. throw a short way, "Chuck t' ball 

feovver Aeeare." 
a. Name for bam door hen j and the 
word used in calling poultry. 
3. choke, as "chuck, up" or ''chuck 
fail"— dioke full. 
i_,M..i.cii, Tabisii, sec ■' Oivd Church," 1 



14 CLAYTON HOSPITAL, &C 

Churchey Schooil, the school built about i8ij 
in Bell-street, near Burton-street, by the 
society for educating children of the poor 
of town and parish of Wakefield in the 
principles of the Established Church. 

Church Institution, founded October, 1846^ 
for members of the Established Church. 
The Assembly Room in Crown Court, 
now the Town Hall, was used until 27 
June, 1858, when a disastrous fire took 
place in it. Since then (in 1862) the 
new building at the top of Westgate has 
been erected. Mr A. B. Higham, a 
Wakefield man, was architect, and the 
erection cost, site included, about ;^2,2oo. 
This society has library, lectures, news 
room, and classes. 

Clahte, clout, a cloth. Also to strike at. 
"Fetch Mm a clahte at side on ^is 
>%eead." 

Clagk, noisy talk. " Ahm tired o' thy clack." 

Claggy, sticky. " Claggy under fooit " means 
the mud sticks to the feet in walking. 

Clamm'd, pined for want of food. " Clamm'd 
to deeath." 

Clawk, scratch as with the finger nails. " Doant 
clawk a body's een aht." 

Clawmin, clawing, or taking hold with the hands 
disagreeably. "Don't come clawmin 
ovver me." 

Clayton Hospital and Wakefield Dispen- 
sary. The Dispensary was established 
1787 ; and the Hospital was added vm 
18^4 through the liberality of Mr Thomas 
Clayton, who is of the same age as the 



Dispensary. He then spent about ^800, 
and in 1865 gave ;^r,ooo more on con- 
dition of ^3,000 being raised by the 
Town which was speedily done. The 
united institution now has its building in 
Wood-street. On the Prince Consort's 
death a wing was added by the public 
and called the " Albert Ward." 
, the colt's foot or " foil foot" People 
get the flowers to make colt's-foot wine, 
x:h, a brood, as a cletch of chickens, " A 
bonny (laije) cletch o' bams." 

Ci-EW, clue, a ball of siring. 

Click, catch at ; also a sharp sound, as the tick- 
ing of a clock. 

Clinkek:^, I. nails overlapping the sole of boot 
toes. 

3. hard lumps of cinder fused in fur- 

Ci-ocK, I. a beetle as " black clocks." 

3. the cluck of a hen. "A clockin 
^en," is a hen wanting to " sit." 

Cluther, crowd, or close in, as " clutherin 
rahn'd t' fire." 

Cobbler balls, large, blade, bitter plums. 

CoBKUN, a lump of coal. " Sleek an cobblins," 
means, small and large coal. 

Cock iioat, a small boat, such as may be pro- 
pelled by sculling or with a pair of oars. 

CocKELTV, not firmly rested. " T' stee's laather 
cockelty and if teh doesn't mind it'll 
tummle wi theh." 

Cock, sher, certain. 

Cock web, cobweb. 

Coddle, take undue care of. "Thah coddles 
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1 6 COURT HOUSE. 

Coils, coals. Coal is spoken of in the plural, 
" fetch some coils in." 

CoLLOAG*D, leagued. " Thah wor coloag'd wi 
^im." "They're coUoagin together for 
summat or another." 

CoLLOP Monday, day before Shrove Tuesday. 
Children had a custom, and in some 
places have yet, of giving their School 
teacher bacon collops and eggs on this • 
day. People thought no luck would 
attend them all the year if they did not 
dine on bacon collops this day. " CoUop 
Monday ; pancake Tuesday ; fruttis Wed- 
nesday, an hey for Thursday aftemooin." 

Collops, slices of bacon, " bacon collops." I 
have not heard it applied to any other 
food. 

Come daah go daah, a phrase to express a care- 
less person's mode of life. The day 
comes and goes, but is idled away. 

CoNQUERiN OWER hiu, equivalent to the cock- 
crowing over a defeated opponent. 

Corn Exchange. The small stone building look- • 
ing down Westgate now called the Old 
Com Exchange was built by Mr Thomas 
Rishworth at a cost of about ;^i,8oo in 
1820. The large building near it called 
the New Com Exchange was opened in 
1838 and enlarged in 1864. 

Cotter'd, knotted or entangled. "Cotter'd 
together," like dirty locks of wool. 

CoTTERiL, a flat pin, usually split, to slip into a 
bolt hole to fasten windows, shutters, &c. 

Court House, for holding quarter and other 
sessions of the West Riding is in Wood 



CRICK I r NECK, 

Street. It was built in iSoS by, and now ] 
belongs to, the Riding. 
a cinder; coke. 

!. core, as of fruit. "Apple ccwk." 
There is the saying, "keep thy aneik 

(heart) up." 

CfflOL, scrape together. " CowYm t' cinders up." | 

Is '■ cyj^'kake," coal rake ^ 
Crab'd, ill tempered. 

Ceack, boast. " They crack rarely o' iheh." 
Ceacklin cake, thin and crisp wheaten cake. 
Crackt, crazy, mentally insane. 
Crankey, infirm, stiff in the joints, 
~ msh, to crush ('() "Can't abide to heeax 
foaks cranshin coils under ther fooit." 
s, the skin remaining after " rendering " fat, 
as, "talleh craps," or "pig craps." 
L butcher's frame to kill pig or sheep 

(te, case made with sticks and withes for 

packing earthenware, called a " pot crate." . 
ftw TO PULL, quarrel to adjust 
" Abdic I will fiiyre." 

" Cayn. Na- na, abide, we have a craw lo puUe." 
T. M. 15, 
;, soflen with liquid. Rice is creed, or steept^ 
in heated milk or water for puddings ;l 
wheat for fimnity. 
:, cress. As "wattercresh," 
Cressamas, Christmas. 
Cressen, christen — baptize. 
IZWIL, to work a loop stitch, as round a ball to | 
' constitute a cover for it. 

t 1' t' neck, a sharp pain caused by a sud-l 
den twisting of the head. 



1 8 DAAHTALWARK. 

Cross, see *• Market Cross" 

Cross Chamer 'prentice, an apprentice bound 
by the Governors of the Free Grammar 
School of Queen Elizabeth and so called, 
I suppose, because the meetings used to 
be held in the chamber over the old 
Market Cross. The " Indentures" recite 
that the moneys are from the charity 
given by will of John Bromley, of Wake- 
field, gentleman, for clothing and putting 
out poor boys of the town apprentices to 
trades, and assisting them in setting up in 
their trades afterward. 

Cruddl'd, I. curdled, clotted, as, "cruddrd" 
blood. 

2. lying or sitting doubled up, as 
"cruddFd on a ^eeap." 

Crumpl'd, creased, rumpled, tumbled. Paper 
squeezed in the hand would be "all 
crumprd." 

Cuddle, to embrace the neck. 

CuMBERLV, incumbering. "That's a greeat 
cumberly taable." 

CuRCHY, curtsey. 

CuRNS, currants. Cumberries, currant berries. 

Cushy cah laady, the little beetle, coccinella 
septempunctata. 

Cut, I. run oflf; usually, "cut an run" or "cut 
thy stick." 
2. castrate. 
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AAHTALMAN, a day laborer. 



Daahtalwark, day work. 



Da AVE. David. 

Daaz'd, dull and pale. Animal food or bread 

not browned in cooking is " nasty daaz'd 

stuff not fit to «t. I 

% daub. "A greeat dab o' muck up o' t* new i 

paant." " Dab'd t' whJtenin brush ageean 

A\s mabth." 
Dapfv damn dilly, daffodil. 
Dahn i' t' mahtu, dejected. 
Dam stakes, a. dam, as the roil! dam across the 

Calder above the bridge. 
Da\vdle, to trifle ; idle. 
Deeary me to daah I an exclamation express 

ing surprize or regret. 
Dee nettles, nettles which do not sting, chiefly 

the laviium album and /. purpureum. 

"They weeant nettle cos they're nobbut 

dee nettles." 
Delf case, shelves against the wall for holding 

dinner plates on edge. 
Dickey, a " front" worn over the shirt. 
Dickey dunnok, the hedge sparrow. 
Differ, to quarrel. 
DiLLv ^oiL, OR Aahse, a little house, or place. 

for children to play in. 
Din, noise, "^od thy din." 
Disannul, annoy, or interfere with. " Doant be- 
gin o' me ; ah neer disannul'd tlieh." 
Dispensary, see " Clayton Hospital" 
DiTHEK, tremble or shake. "It made all i 

^ahse dither ageean," " My teeth dither'd | 

ageean," ageean, meaning much. 
DiVLiN. I. A small cone ofgnnpowder, which, 

being worked up wet, docs not explode, ] 

but "fizzes" slowly when li| ' 
The swift. 



20 DRINK. 

Dizzy, giddy. 

DoAF, dough. 

DoAFY, soft as dough ; also foolish. 

DoAR st^'d, door way. Gate steid, is gateway. 

DoARCHEEKS, Uprights of door frame. 

DoARSTOANS, flags outside the door. To fling, 

or turn, one " on to t' doarst'ns," is to 

throw, or turn, him out of the door. 
DocKiN, usually the common broad leaved dock, 

rumex obtusifolius. 
Doff, do [or put] ofl", as " doff" thy coit off"," or 

" dofl" thy sen," that is, take thy clothes 

off". 
Dog daasy, the common daisy. 
Dog nawper, the sexton or verger of a church, 

keeping watch about the door in service 

time to drive away dogs and noisy 

children. 
DoiTiN, in doatage. " ZTe's doitin poar owd 

chap." 
Dollop, a great quantity. 

Don, do [or put] on. "Don thy sen." See "doff*." 
Dowse, throw water upon. " Gie it a good 

dowsin." Sound ow as in cow. 
DoY, joy, a loving name for a child. " Bless theh 

doy." 
Draandin, drowning. " It gat draanded." 
Draat, drawl. "Ah ^aate to ^ear onybody 

draate when theh read." 
Drat, or drot, an imprecation, contracted from 

'od rot, itself a contraction. 
Dridgin box, a flour box with holes in the top 

used for dredging, or sprinkling, flour upon 

pastry or other food. 
Drink, strictly, ale only. " Let's hev a pint o 

drink missis." 
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Drinkins, refreshment (food or drink) between 
meals. Servants are allowed so much a 
day " an drinkins " i.e, " forenooinins " 
and " aftemooinins " — and see " lahnce." 

Drop dry, made so as to keep water out. " Mak- 
kin t' roof drop dry." 

Drop it, be quiet. " Nah, drop it ! what's teh 
plaagin me for T 

Drukken, drunken. 

DULBER^EEAD, duU, Stupid.- 

DuNNOT, do not. 

DuT STONE, a boys' game wherein one boy's bol- 
der is placed on a large stone and thrown 
at by the other boys. 

Dyke, a ditch. 



E 



EAST Moor. A tract of land in and on the 
west side of Stanley-cum-Wrenthorp town- 
ship ; but on the east side of the Rectory 
Manor of Wakefield, to the lord of which 
it is said to have belonged as waste. 

EEn FAIR FALL, equivalent to "make the best 
of it" — that which would have been better 
not being at hand, een fair fall (befall) 
what we have. 

Eery, every. 

Egg cratch, a frame with holes for holding 
eggs. 

Eh. This sign, used often in the book, is to be 
sounded like e in s^rv'd. 



it2 FAAH IN. 

Ehz, our. " Ehz-senz," is ourselves. We alsa 
sometimes say " wer awn " for our own^ 
and sometimes " ahrs " for ours. 

Ei, yes. "Wi teh goal" "Ei in a minnit. See 
" aye " also. 

Eh, eat. 

*EiwY KeivY, Mr James Oakes knows this a^ 
meaning even balance. 

Eke,' an increase or addition, as an eke (a bottom 
rim) to a bee hive. 

Elbow Greeas, labor with the arms. To " polish 
f table wi elbow greeas," is to rub it well. 

Elike, the same. "The/re all queer elike.**^ 
" I am ever elyke." T. M. 86. 

Elleker, beer gone sour and used as vinegar. 

Elsin, an awl. "Elsin grooin"(or awl nose) was 
formerly used as a name for the mosquito. 

Enah, soon. "Ah'll come enah." 

Enew, plural of enough. 

Enif, enough ; but the correct form is more 
common. 

Enkled, entangled. 

Entry, a narrow passage between houses. 

EsH TREE, ash tree. 

EspiN, aspin. " It tremmles like a espin leeaf.'*^ 

Etten, eaten. " Come as sooin as thah's etten 
thy dinner.'^ " Ah*ll come nah for ah can 
eit nowt." 

EwEN >^ANDS, even bargain. 

Expect, suppose or conjecture. Almost equi- 
valent to the American " guess." 
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AAH IN. To " faah t' muck in," is^to spread 
dung dropt in a field by cattle. 




Faew, few. " A good faew " is a good many. 
Faff, puff or blow sliarply. See "wafiE." 
Fahl, foul, ugly. 
Fair dooes, do fairly. " Doan't pawse a chap 

- when he's dahu; f^ dooes." 
Farin, a gift at fair time. 
Fairish, good or moderate. A " fairish lot " is 

a good deal. "J/e's fairish" means in 

rather good health. 
Fall aht, quarrel. 
Fanteckles, freckles on the skin. "Shoo's fan- 

teckel'd." 
Far end, the end. We treat things as having 

two ends, a fore end and back, or far, end. 

"Ahm ommost at t' far end," means 

almost dead, or almost ruined, or other 

extremity, 
Fas'en'd. bound, as m apprenticeship. " Bun 

aht prentis." 
Fatten, the common weed,narrowleavedowrfif. 
Fatu'erin, affiliating. "Jfas teh fath'er'd thy 

bam lass 1" 
FAur, fallow. " By t' look o' yer booits ye've 

been in a fauf cloise." 
Featherpoke, nest of the long tailed TiL Also 

the bird itselC 
Felk, a felloe for a wheel. 
Fell monger, buyer and preparer for sale of 

raw skins of beasts. 
Felon, a papular eruption on the skin. 
Fellon'd, hidebound, "'t cah'sfellon'dj^er^ide 

'sas fast as <wt." 
t, effort or ability. " Fend for Aer sen,' 

provide for herself, " Not a bit o' fend 

for Ais sen," not capable of helping him- 



24 flig'd. 

Fend an prove, defend and prove, deny and as- 
sert ; a wordy contention. 
Ferrit it aht, inquire dilligently till the thing 

wanted be discovered. 
Fetherfahl, the plant itwtdt^—pyrethrum par- 

thenium. 
Fettle, condition or state as, " t' //orse wor e 

good fettle." Also to clean or make 

trim. 
Fig, struggle or shake convulsively. " Fig'd wi 

it' feet " is moved the feet quickly. 
FiLLOPiN, the shooting a taw in games with 

marbles. 
Fin'd, find. "Ah can't fin'd it." 
FiNAKiN, over precise in trifles. "Thah'rt to 

finakin by ^awf." 
Fire point, the poker. 
Fitches, vetches. 
Fitter, tremble or shake. " Shoo fittered like 

a deein duck." See Natterin Nan. 
Flaah, frighten. 
Flacker, flutter, as with wings. 
Flansil laane, Fhnshaw lane. 
Flaupin, flippant. "Shoo's a silly flaupin thing." 
Flee, a fly. 
Fleerin, laughing scornfully, usually said thus, 

" what are teh stan'nin thear for flearin an 

laughin T 
Flee-be-sky, a wild "flaupin" person, usually 

applied to women. 
Flegs, the flag'd footpath. " Walk up o' t' 

flegs". "All t' rooads abaht here is 

fleg'd." 
Flick, a flitch. 
"^lig'd, fledged, feathered. "T' birds is full 

flig'd," 




Flittin, removing from one liouse lo another. 
See T. M. " flyt." 

Flummapy, flattery. 

Flummaxt, peiplext, defeated. 

Foe, aftet^jass. 

Fond, foolish. 

FooiTiN, footing, "pay thy fooitin." is pay for 
your fooling, as in a workshop on ap 
prenticing, or oilier beginning a new 

FooMAD, foumart, a pole cat. 

Forct, compelled or under need of. "Ah 

wod'nt Stan' it but ahm forct." 
Fore elders, ancestors. 
For end, fore end ; early part, as of day or 

year. The latter end is the " back end." 

KoiNiNS, forenoon " tlrinkings." 
IT FAAR, the cattle fair in the fair ground ' 
begun here 27tli March, 1765. On 23rd 
June, 1S58, a weekly fairwas commenced 
and it is very successful, 
, fetch. " To foche tlie diyldre of Israelle." 
T. M. 60. 
FoTBER, feed cattle in doors. " Fother up," is 

bed and feed for the night. 
Ftmn, fought, did fight 

Fraame, set about doing a tiling ; also to shew 

signs of doing it properly. " Come fraame 

thy sen." " Theare, n^ thah fraames." 

Fratch, quarrel. 

Fresh, tipsy, not quiet drunk. A fresh in the 

river is a sudden flood. 
Frowsy, dirty and untidy. Applied as a term of ' 

reproach to a woman. 
Fk^wt, for ought, as in " him'l ah knaw." 
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Frummaty, furmity. Creed wheat boil'd in 
milk, usually done at Christmas. Corn- 
factors and millers generously supply 
their friends with a small bag of wheat at 
that time. 

Frump, affront. "Frump ^er wi it," is, re- 
reproach her by naming it. 

Fruttis, a fritter. " Fruttis Wedensdeh," is Ash 
Wednesday. 

FuDDL*D, tipsy, intoxicated. Fishes made drunk 
with grain steept in spirit are fuddl'd. 

FuLLOCKiN, in games with marbles, is giving 
force to the taw by shooting the hand 
forward. To " knuckle down " is to keep 
the hand still on the ground when fillip- 
ing the taw. 

Fusty, smelling mouldy. 

Fuz BALL, the fungus lycoperdon gemmatum. 

Fuzzy, soft and downy. 
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GAATE WAAH. " Get aht o' my gaate." " I 
shall knap him on the crowne that standes 

in my gate." T.M. 236. 
Gab, speech. " Gift o* t' gab" is facility of speech. 
Gaddin abaht, going from house to house or 

place to place in an idling manner. 

Vagabonds are called " Gadlyngs " in 

T.M. 338, 
Gallak //anded, left handed. 
Gallasses, braces. 

Gam, game or fun. " Makking gam on a body." 
Gam'in, flattering or deceiving. '• tak na noatis 

shoo's nobbud gam'in theh." 



GINNILL. 27 

Gam'ish, gameish, playful ; inclined for sport. 

Gam'leg, lame leg. 

Cjantry, wooden frame for beer barrels. 

Garrit heiT^ garret height, or three stories high. 

Garth, a yard or inclosure ; " stack-garth." 

Gas feltin, asphalting (a new word). 

Gas /^ahse, gashouse. Wakefield was first lighted 
with gas 20th January, 1823. 

Gav'lock, an iron crowbar used as a lever. 

Gaumless, vacant, wdthout sense, stupid; "shoo's 
awther deeaf or gaumless ;" to " gaum " 
is to comprehend. 

Gauvison, an awkward and staring man or 
woman. 

Gawky, awkward, left-handed. 

Gee. This and other calls used in driving horses 
are, I suppose, common to many parts 
of the kingdom. Gee^ is go on ; aim 
hctJier^ come hither ; aim up, start or go 
faster ; 7ahet gee, away go, i.e., turn to off 
side ; luhoi-e, who-o-ie, or whei, stop. 

Gentle or simple, great folk or small folk. 

Gert, great. 

Gezlin, gooseling, young goose; "a cletch o' 
gezlins." 

Gifts, white marks on nails. 

" Gift on thumb sure to come, 
Gift on finger sure to linger. " 

Gig'lin, 'flippant laughing; " shoo*s a silly 

gig'Iin' thing." 
Gilt, a young female pig before it attains the 

matronly name of " sow ;" " oppen gilt " 

is unspayed sow. 
(iTNNfLL, a narrow passage between houses, 

walls, or hedges, as " Law Hill GinnilU" 
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GiRN, grin ; " gim an bide it" 

GizzENiN, struggling to relieve choking; "he 
fair gizzen*d ageean." 

Glaz'ner, a glazier ; " glaz*nin t' windehs." 

GoA wi, court. " If ah long did /le goa wi theh 
afoar ye wer wed?" "Wah, happen 
toathre yeear." 

Godm<?/t, young leaves of the hawthorn, which 
children eat in spring. 

GoDSPENNY, good penny f?) ; hiring money given 
yearly to farm servants. 

GoiN //GAM, dying. " Shop's goan /^oam, poor 
thing." 

GoiN t'rigs, making a disturbance, or being 
very boisterous and noisy. 

Good faew, good few, a good many. " A good- 
ish faew " is a moderate number. 

GooDYBAHR, Goodybower, a passage once in 
Wakefield, on the north side of the 
Church, leading to fields past the Gram- 
mar School of Queen Elizabeth. In the 
Mactacio Abel, T. M. i6, Cayn says: — 

"And where so any man may fynd me, 
Let hym slo me hardely, 
And where so any man may me meyte, 
Ayther bi sty or yit be strete ; 
And hardely when I am dede, 
Bery me in Gudeboiire at the quarelle hede." 

Gotten into bed, or gotten her bed, is said of 
a woman delivered of a child. 

Governors of the charities. See "Guverners." 

Graans, exhausted malt after brewing. 

Grammar Schooil. By charter [Mr. F. Lumb's 
copy], dated "Nynetenthe day of Novem- 
ber in the fower and thirtithe yeare of 
our reigne" [1591], Queen Elizabeth, 
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** at the humble sute made ... by the 
inhabitants of the towne and pshe of 
Wakefield," granted that there be "one 
Gramer Scoole in the said towne . . » 
called the Free Gramer Scoole of Queene 
Elizabethe at Wakefield for the teachinge, 
instructinge and bringinge upp of children 
and youthe in gramer and other good 
leaminge, to contynewe to that use for 
evr." Sir George Savile, Knight; John 
Savile, Esquire, " our Steward of Wake- 
field," and twelve others, three of whom 
were Saviles, were incorporated as the 
first governors, with power to them and 
their successors (among other things) to 
fill up vacancies in their number, and 
make "good and necessarie statuts and 
ordynances" for the "better orderinge, ru- 
linge and goveminge of the said free scoole 
and scoolemaster," and of the lands and 
goods of the school; and at various dates 
statutes have been made accordingly. 
The original school-house was built, and 
stands yet, in Goodybower, and is now 
used as the Green-Coat School, for teach- 
ing poor boys reading, writing, and arith- 
metic. In December, 1854, the school- 
house and grounds of the West-Riding 
Proprietary School, in Northgate, were 
acquired by the governors, and these 
have been used since for the Free Gram- 
mar School. I see the word Free has 
been dropped. Why] 

Grass drake, com crake, or landrail. 

Greck, the wreckling or weakling, as of a litter 
of pigs, the least. 
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Greeat, ) 

Greeatbig, j ^^^^^• 

Green//orn, a simpleton. 

(}reen sauce, common sorrel ; rmnex acetosa. 

Grime, to blacken as with soot. A grimy stick 
is a burnt stick. 

Grin'leston, grindstone. 

Gron barn, grandchild. 

Gron father, grandfather. 

Gron muther, grandmother. 

Grooin, pig's snout; "two s>\7ne gronys," T. M. 
89. 

Grunsil, groundsel ; se?iecio vulgaris. 

GuLLOOK, go look ! an angry, contemptuous 
half-oath. 

Gumption, power of comprehension. " Gaum- 
less " is the opposite of this. 

Guverners. " The Governors of the Free 
Grammar Scliool of Queen Elizabeth at 
Wakefield, in the county of York," are 
popularly known as " T' Guverners," or 
" Governors of the Charities." Being a 
well-known corporate body under the 
Charter granted by Queen Elizabeth, 
19th November, 1591, numerous devises 
and bequests have been made to them, 
as trustees for particular charitable pur- 
poses ; and they now administer a great 
variety of donations. Bromley's Gift for 
Apprentices, and Storie's Exhibition, and 
other things, are in their hands as a body 
corporate. The various estates are now 
chiefly Real property, of improving value, 
situate in many parts of the county, and 
producing at present about ^^3,200 a 
year, of which the rents from the now 
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Weekly Cattle Fair are part, lliey are 
fourteen in number, and their chairman, 
elected by themselves yearly, is called 
*' Spokesman." 



H 

[No aspirate employed]. 

HAAF ROCKT, rather silly; or, as we should 
say, " not all there." 

//aags, haws, fruit of hawthorn. 

//aah moo, a hay chamber. 

//aasty-puddin, flour of wheat or oats boiled 
in water or milk, poured on a plate and 
eaten with treacle, or into a basin of 
milk. 

//aggle, I, attempt to lower the price asked 
for goods. 

2, to cut or carve awkwardly, as " Ah 
niver saw a bit o' meit haggled so i' my 
life." 

//ah goes it? a salutation. 

//ahse, house. The day-room of small dwell- 
ings, or the kitchen of larger. In public- 
houses it distinguishes the kitchen from 
the bar, tap, and parlour. 

ITaksf. o' Krekshon. The great West-Riding 
})rison is known as " Waakfild ZTahse o* 
Krekshon;" or, away from the town, as 
" Waakfild" only. " Ah'l heh theh put i' 
Waakfild." Men of the last generation 
could remember when the prison doors 
stood open, there being no prisoner. L 
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believe this was in the time of Keeper 
Strawbenzie, who was appointed April, 
1802, and died in 18 16. In August, 
1865, there were men prisoners, 1,176; 
and women, 196; total, 1,372. Before 
the opening of the first house of correc- 
tion, probably the Wakefield prison 
was the lord of the Manor's gaol, 
which, no doubt, existed from early 
times, and is believed to have stood in 
Marygate. A George Savile, of Wake- 
field, by will dated i6th December, 1594, 
gave ;^2o toward building a " house of 
correction within seaven miles of Wake- 
feild, for the settinge of the poore on 
worke, or towardes a stocke for the keep- 
ing of them in worke accordinge to the 
statute, if so be there be any such house 
builded within the space of two yeres 
next after my decease." This, of course, 
was before the Poor Law of 43rd Eliza- 
beth; and we may presume no house of 
correction was here at the date of the 
will. Mr. Ince gives me a list of Keepers, 
beginning with Thomas Somester, who 
resigned in 1641, and refers me to 
Whitaker's "Loidis in Elmete," p. 228, 
where it is said that Calverley, of Cal- 
verley, in April, 1605, was committed by 
Sir John Savile, of Howley, to " one 
Mr. Key's house, a gaile but lately built 
up in Wakefield; for at the time the 
infection of the plague was violent at 
York." The buildings composing the 
oldest existing house of correction con- 
sist of cells for about twenty prisoners. 
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and a keeper's house — that which Mr. 
Strawbenzie lived in — all fronting the 
bottom of Westgate, and measuring 
about 120 ft. by 40 ft. In 1770, a much 
larger H shaped building was erected 
behind this; and in November, 1846, 
the present extensive prison, which cost 
;£"! 20,000, was opened. In April, 1638, 
Keeper Thomas Somester's salary was 
advanced from ;^6o to ;£^8o ; and he 
had disbursed the previous year, in wages, 
needful provision for prisoners, imple- 
ments for their work, fire, and carrying 
prisoners from sessions to sessions, ;^86 ; 
and had received for prisoners* work 
;^24, leaving, say, jQ\26 in the more 
valuable currency of that .time. In 1864, 
the payments were nearly ;^ 18,000; 
receipts, about ;^4,8oo; balance over- 
paid, say, ;j^i3,ooo. 

ZTahsumivver, however. " ZTe said ^e wodn't ; 
^ahsumivver ah gat ^im persuaded." 

^AL, fool. " T* ^al o' Kirkless," was the jester 
of Kirklees. 

^ALCH, a noose. 

ZTallockin, idling about. *' ZTallockin abaht t' 
streets." 

-^ANSiL, the first sale. " YeVe /^ansil'd meh." 

i7APT, wrapt. 

//apt up, wrapt, as, "weel ^apt up abaht t' 
neck." 

Hard as ^ard, very hard. A common form 
of expressing the superlative degree, as 
"^ot as ^ot;" "sweet as sweet." Another 
mode is to say, "as green as oteft;" " as 
fast as owt" and so on. 
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/^ard'n 'ExM UN, encourage them. " They're 
ready enough abaht hard'nin 'em on." 

i/ARD SET, in a difficulty, as " //ard set for a 
answer." 

iTARSTON, hearthstone. 

-fiTASK, dry and hard. Tow is said to be " //ask." 

i^AT, hit. " Shoo //at //im over //is noase." 

-&AWER, oat. "-&awer caak" is oaten cake, 
"i/avver janok" is a name for dry oat 
cake. It appears by documents of title 
that near the Shutts were lands called 
the " havver lands." 

-fiTAWBUCK, a clownish fellow. **A country 
//awbuck." 

HECKy I, hayrack. 

2, a small gate. "Shut t' //eck after 
theh" 

jr , ) neck feathers. "Doan't set 

jyECKLE FEATHERS, \ '^ ,f f '^'^ "^ ^t.""^'" •^' 

' j don t be angry with me. 

^EE, high. 

i/EEATH owD HaiAu, The preface to one of 
Mr. W. H. Leatham's poems states that 
this picturesque building was erected by 
John Kaye, of Oaken shaw, in Queen 
Elizabeth's reign; and that his mother's 
arms (Dodsworth's), quartered with those 
of the Kayes, are oyer the entrance. 
Afterward Lady Bolles bought the estate, 
and she died at the hall 5th May, 1662. 
Thenceforward, for several generations, 
it was owned by successive descendants 
of hers — Jobson, Dalston, Dillon, and 
Fauquier — until the Right Hon. John 
Smyth, grandfather of Colonel Smyth, 
the present possessor, purchased it. 
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//EFr, handle. " Knife //eft." 

-^ELLiN, an Elder tree. 

//elm, a shed for cattle in a field. 

i/ELTER-SKELTER, reckless, headlong. 

/Tenkicher, handkerchief. 

-^^ENKiN, twisting yarn or worsted into hanks or 

skeins. We say hank of worsted, and 

skein of silk or thread. 
/Tep, hip, fruit of wild rose. 
/Tesh, hash, confused state. " Yee've made a 

bonny ^esh on it." 
-ff'ESP, a fastener (as of door or window) hanging 

in a staple with the free end bent for 

dropping into a second staple. 
-S'ey! a call to attract attention. '' ^ey, missis, 

come^eear." Sometimes, ">^ey up." 
Hey go mad, boisterous or riotous. " Playin' 

^ey go mad wi ivverybody." 
i^iDE, to beat. " Ah'l >^ide theh." 
/TiDDEY, the name for the game of " hide and 

seek," and the call word. " Is it //iddey?" 

"Yes, /^iddey." 
//iNDER END, the back part, or last portion. 

" /binder ends o' wheeat," are the ridd- 

lings, or refuse grains. 
/Tiffins, napkins or cloths for wrapping babies' 

hips. 
EoB, a stone or other like thing set up for a 

mark or bound, as in games of bats and 

balls. 
/ToBBLE. " In a /Gobble " is in a difficulty or 

perplexity ; hobbled, as cattle are when 

the legs are tied together, or a log is tied 

to one leg. 
/roBBOTY//OY,an awkward young fellow, "nawther 

man ner boy." 
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HoT> OR DRIVE, a ploughman's phrase from times 
when the horses worked in single file. 
" Ah can't boath ^od an drive," i.e., hold 
the plough and drive the cattle. Cayn 
in Mac : Abel says, " Shall I bothe hadd 
and drife?" T. M. 9. Also, "Com nar, 
and other drife or hald." — Id, The well- 
known proverb refers to this — 

** He that by the plough would thrive, 
Himself must either hold or drive." 

One man does both now, each horse 
being harnessed to the plough. 

Hod up, hold up. "-^e's sa badly, //e can hardly 
/lod /lis ^eead up." 

Hog, a male pig. 

//oil, hole. "T' y^oil" is the prison, "^e's 
gotten putten into t' //oil." 

/ToLLiN, the -^olly tree. 

Honor bright! An injunction to act honor- 
ably. "What! two on yeh pitchin into 
one fellah? Naay, naay, honor bright! 
one at once." 

//oppiT, a small round basket. A straw bee- 
hive is a "bee hoppit;" 

Hot scotch, a child's game, wherein the player 
hops and pushes a bit of pot from mark 
to mark with the foot to win the game. 

/ToRSE-TENGS, dragon flies, so called from a 
belief that they sting horses. 

/ToTCH-poTCH, an undistinguished mixture. 

/Tug, carry. 

/TuGGANS, the hips. 

/TuLLABALOO, a great noise and commotion. 
" What a hullabaloo t' Election maks!" 

Hum'd an ^aw'd, hesitated in speech. 
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HvzzEY, hussif or housewife ; but used here to 
express a careless or bad girl. 



I THE personal pronoun, is sometimes sounded 
, almost as in national English ; sometimes 

as aA; sometimes as z in pit — "/ sahnt," 

" aA weeant," " not if / knaw it." See 

under " Meh.'^ 
Illify, speak ill of 

Ill-thriven, sickly-looking, or diminutive. 
Ill turn, a mischief 
Imp, an eke, or addition, to a straw bee hoppit ; 

" put a imp on it." 
Iron-mould, a mark on linen made by contact 

with oxide of iron. 
It, I, in the. " It cloise," is in the close. 

2, its. " Let's gi theh a leg up on to 
it back." 

3, meaning punishment, or other thing 
understood. " Thah'l catch it when teh 
gets ^oam." "Neet after neet, and 
niver at ^oam ; ah can't stan it." " Ah 
sahntgoa"— "Wha, it's reight." "Shift 
thy sen ; theear, that's it" 

r toit, attract and keep the attention of a per- 
son. "Ah th^£/ght it wor t' man ah wanted ; 
and so ah gat somedy to keep ^im i' toit 
whal ah wor suer." See " Toit." 

I'viN, ivy. " T' ivin weeant mak t' ^ahse damp 
if yeh nobbud cut it cloisish to t'wall" 
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JA.MFKk, chamfer, a rcdiiclion of a square edge 
to make it bevil. 
Janok, fair-play. "That's not janok," means, 
that is unfair. 
JiLLFVER, the wallflower. 
JiMPT, indented. "Jimpt rahnd t' edges," is 

nicked, or notched round. 
J(^ss, jolt. *' T' rooad wor full o' ruts, an we wor 

varry neear jost aht o' t' cart." 
Jowl, i, to knock, as, ^^]o7CfVd //is //eead ageean 
t' dooar cheek." 

2, the jaw. "Ah saw 'em cheek be 

j^7tvle." 

[UT, to bump or strike against "Jut /mn," 

means, lift him by legs and arms, and 

bump his posterior against wall or post 

Jysts, joists. 



K 

KAFT, lost courage. " Kaft on it," is, became 
afraid to do it 
Kell, the omentum. 
Kensepack, having a peculiarity so as to be 

easily known. 
Kester, Christopher. 

Ket, carrion, animal flesh unfit for food of man. 
Ketlock, sinapis ati^ensis. Dr. Prior says it is 

the A.s. cedeleac — leac, a plant, and cede^ 

which is perhaps related to the Danish 

kiede, to annoy. 
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Kex, the hogweed {heradeiim sp/wndyiium), and 
other umbelliferous plants, such as cow- 
parsley. 

KiDCOiT, the Lock-up house for offenders. The 
prisoner, I suppose, was the kid, and the 
house his cote, " Keep thy sen quiet, er 
else thah'l get takken up to t' kidcoit." In 
t8oo, our kidcote was a small cellar at 
the south-east corner of the block of 
houses between Northgate and the Bull 
Ring; from that year to the end of 1829 
or beginning of 1830, a building near the 
east end of George Street; and, since 
then, the present buildings in King Street. 

Kin-cough, hooping-cough. 

KiNKiN, choking with cough. " Kinkin whahl 
it's ommost black i' t' faace." "I pray the 
be still ; I laghe that I kynke." T. M. 

309- 
Kin'lin, wood for lighting (kindling) fires. 

KiNNLE, the bringing forth young by rabbits. 

Kir'git, Kirkgate. This, and Northgate, and 
Westgate, were the three ancient main 
roads through the town. Each consisted 
of rows of houses, with their grounds 
behind ; and each constituted a separate 
hamlet for the repair of its highways, 
which, until later times, was probably 
only the street itself. The Overseers of 
the poor, though appointed for all the 
township, are, or were, chosen out of 
the three hamlets — two from Kirkgate 
and one from each of the others. 

Ktrkgtt brig. Part of this bridge is as old, 
probably, as St. Mary's Chantry. The 
bridge has been widened twice, and is 
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now about 33 feet broad. The stonework 
of the pointed arches of the old portion 
measures about 14 feet 8 inches; that of 
the middle portion about 8 feet 6 inches; 
and that of the newest part about 9 feet 
9 inches. 

KiST, chest. " A 07ad oak kist." 

Kit, a milk-pail, or other wooden pail. 

KiTLiN, a kitten. 

KinxE, I, bring forth kittens. 

2, tickle. " Kittle as a mahstrap." 

KivvER, a set of com sheaves built up in the 
field to dry. 

Knowl, an elevation. " T' knowl o' t' ^ill." 

Knowl, or Nowl, to toll a bell. " KnowHn t' 
bell.'' 

Knur, knor; a wooden ball about an inch in 
diameter. 

Knur and Spell, a game played with a knor ; 
a spell or lever to give it a " rise ;" and 
a pummel (a stick with a wooden head) 
to strike it with. The counting is by 
scores of yards. 



L 



L 

aace, beat, same as "^ide" and "welt." 



Laadin can, a small "can" (tin vessel) used 
for lading, or removing, liquids out of a 
larger holder. 

Laadv Fing'r, the Laburnum flower. 

Laake, play. Workmen are said to be " laakin" 
when they have no work. 

Laathe, a barn. 
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Lad, boy; familiarly used to men also. 

** ytidas. Good sir, take it no grefe. 
'"''Anna. We, lad, thou shuld ask lefe." 

T. M. 176. 

Lady Bolles. The charities of this remark- 
able woman, who was owner of Heath 
Hall for some years prior to her death, 
in 1662, and who is still frequently 
spoken of by all classes of persons about 
the Heath, exist at Wakefield, Sandal, 
and other places. The Wakefield charity 
is for apprenticing "poor children of 
Wakefield." Its income arose from 
the farm of Howgill, in Beamsley in 
Craven, until 1853, in which year an 
exchange was made for lands at Ferry- 
bridge. In 1853, only one boy was on 
the list ; there have since then been near 
thirty, and now there are about ten. 

Lahnce, allowance; gift above wages, usually 
some beer to drink for an odd job, or as 
an extra. "Ye mun stand a drop o' 
lahnce." 

Lamb purtence, a lamb's head, with its appur- 
tenances, heart, lungs, and liver. 

Langsettle, long seat. In public-houses, the 
long seat of wood with a high back. 

Lanky Schooil, the Lancasterian School ; 
established 18 13. The other pubhc 
school near it, built about the same 
time, is " Churchey Schooil." 

Lahrn, learn, to teach. " Whose lahrn'd theh 
thee letters?" 

Larp or Lahk, pull weeds out of corn by hand. 
" Larpin' ketlocks." 

Lat, lath. " A kiat lat." 
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Law Hill. See Low Hill. 

Lead-eatkr, India-rubber used for rubbing 

pencil marks out of paper. 
Lkathkrtn, a beating, perhaps with leather. 

A shoemaker's temi(?) 
T' LEATHER POCKiT, a yard parallel to Goody 

bower. 
Leck, t , sprinkle with water " Just enough 

rain to leck t' dust." 

2, put water upon malt in brewing, 

called " leckin on." The first watering is 

" mashing." 
Leck, leak. 
Leet-gien, lightly-given; given to frivolity, or 

worse. Said of a woman whose conduct 

is not good. 
Leetnix, lightning. 
Leet on, meet with. " Ahm bahn to seek a 

job; and if e nobbad leet on ah sal be 

back at neet." 
Leets, I, lungs. 

2, lights. 
Leiten on, met with; found, "^es teh letten 

on?" 
Lick, beat, or thrash. 
LiEVE, willingness. " Ah'd as lieve do nowt;" 

or, " as lievc not do it." 
LiG, lay or lie. " Lig it dahn;" or, "lig by 

theh." 



(( 



--Settys mc downe and grankys and gronys 



And h'ii^cs and restys my wery bonys." 

T. M. 155. 

Li K KEN, nearly happen. "Ah likken'd to a 
tum'l'd ovvcr him." " It likken'd to a 
rome on to t' top o' my //eead." 
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Lilly low, a blaze. " liCt's htv a lilly low," 
that is, a good blaze; by burning shav- 
ings, or other light substances, for instance. 

LiTHENiN, thickening, as of broth or milk with 
flour; or to stiflfen, as "lithe his ribs wi 
haasty puddin." 

Little tiny, small. In T. M. 96, second 
Shepherd, addressing the babe Jesus, 
says: — " Haylle, lytylle tyne mopT' 

LivvER, to deliver. 

LoBSCousE, animal food, potatoes, aiid onions 
stew'd together in the oven. Irish stew. 

Locker, a cupboard or locked compartment 
Usually the small inner chamber of a 
larger box or chest, as " a kist locker." 

Long 'eh, because of. " It's long 'eh thee at 'e 
tum'l'd; thah'r alius it rooad" (eh like e 
in s^rv'd). 

Loper'd, clotted or coagulated, as, " loper'd 
milk." 

Lops, fleas. " Full o' lops an' lice." 

Ijow Hvll^ or Law Hill, a notable height on 
the south side of Wakefield, in part arti- 
ficial; the mound evidently so. It has 
been claimed as British, Roman, Saxon, 
and Danish; and there is no doubt of 
• its antiquity. Is low the word we have 
in lilly 'low ^ or hlaew, a.s. for hill ? 
Leland says: "The place is cauUid Lo- 
hille." He also writes: "Sum say that 
one of the Erles Warines began to build, 
arid as fast as he buildid violence of 
winde defacid the work. This is like a 
fable. Sum say that it was nothing but 
a winde mille hille." A great extent of 
the surrounding country on all SYck:*?* '\s 

F 
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seen from this hill; about twenty-four 

churches are visible from the summit. 
L{?7£/SNiN SUPPER, a suppcr given when a youth 

is " loose " from his apprenticeship. 

Sometimes rearing suppers are given by 

builders when a building has been rear'd 

or built up. 
Lug, pull the ears or hair of the head. " Lug 

//im." 
Lugs, the ears. 
LuMBERTURN, an awkward or mischievous trick. 

" That lad's alius e some lumbertum er 

uther." 
Lush, intoxicating liquor. 
LusHY, almost drunk. 



M 
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AA, make. " Maas," makes. 

" Before hyra he prase hym, 
Behynde he mys-sase hym ; 
Thus dowbille he mase hym." 

T. M. 309. 



Maalack, a quarrelling, disturbance, " row." 

" Kickt up a maalack." 
Macks, sorts. All "maks," or makes, means all 

sorts. 
Mad, vexed. "Ah maad ^im mad aboon a 

bit." 
Maddl'd, confounded, perplexed. " Ahm om- 

most maddl'd wi t' din at ye bams is 

makkin." 
Mahldy, mouldy. 
Mahstrap, mousetrap. 
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Mak, make. " Mak meh some booits." 

Mak a day on it, a phrase meaning that the 
day shall be occupied with the business 
or pleasure in hand. 

Makkin wimwams for watter-wheels, is doing 
an absurd thing. 

Mak sharp, make haste. 

Mak-shift, an inferior thing substituted when 
the right one cannot be got. 

Mannifold, the third stomach of the ox. 

Markit Cross, the erection on pillars at the 
bottom of Wood Street, in one of the 
old market places. It was built by sub- 
scription, probably in the reign of Queen 
Anne. The room o\^er the pillars, the 
Cross Chamber, was used by the Street 
Commissioners for meetings until the 
Borough Charter of incorporation in 
March, 1848. 

Marrable, a marble. 

Marrow, the fellow, one of a pair. 

Marry, by Mary! "ZTes shoo getten wed?" 
" Aye, marry, ^es sheh." 

Mashin, the* first putting of hot water to the 
malt in brewing. 

Matter, like. " Ah doan't mich matter it." 

Mauks, maggots. 

Maunder, talk incoherently, or in a low tone 
grumblingly. " What are teh. maundrin 
thear abaht?" 

Mawngey, mangey, as a petted and spoiled 
child. " Thah'rt a little mawngey tooad." 

Mawgny, mahogany. 

Mechanics' Institution. This was founded 
May, 1 84 1, after one or two other similar 
societies had ceased. The ^t^V Q»i n^^ 
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kind was started about 1821. The 
building of this society in Wood Street, 
known as the Music Saloon, was erected 
1820-21, by shareholders, and was sold 
by auction in May, 1855, to the Me- 
chanics' Institution for j&3,ooo, which 
sum was raised from gifts and a " Bazaar," 
the latter held in October, 1855, in the 
Com Exchange. The society provides a 
library, lectures, news-room, and classes. 

Meh, me. "Gi meh thy ^and." When this 
pronoun is used emphatically it is pro- 
nounced me, " It's noan o' me." In 
like manner, as the sense requires, I is / 
(as in b/'t), 6r ah^ or sometimes almost as 
in national English; we is weh or we; 
thou, teh or thah; thee, theh or thee; ye, 
yeh or ye; he, ee or / (as in b/t); she, 
sheh or shoo; our, wer or ahr^ or ehz; 
your, yer or yahr; their, ther or their. 
Many other vocal contractions are made, 
as wiv^ for we have; witteh, for wilt 
thou? 

Mel, meddle. " Ah'l noan mel on it" 

* ' I ment that no my tjrng shuld melle hym of this. " 

T. M. 239. 
Mel, a mallet. 
Melch, mild. Applied to the weather, it means 

mild and moist 
Meng'l, a mangle. 
Meng'lin, mangling, as of clothes. 
Mesh'l'tun, mixture of rye flour and wheat 

flour. 
Mettadisses, Methodists, Wesleyans. 
Middin, a heap, as, "a muck middin;" or, "a 

ass (ash) middin." 
Mich, much. 
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MiDDLiN, tolerably well. ''Hah ar yeh?" 

" Middlin, thenk yeh." 
Midge, a gnat. 
MiDGRAM, mesentery. Commonly that of the 

pig is meant. 
Mill race, mill stream. 
MiLN, a mill. 
Milt, the spleen ; also the male herring. The 

female herring is called a roan. 
Mischief neet. Boys, thirty years ago, used 

to go about damaging property, believing 

the law allowed them, on this night. 

Happily the practice is over at Wake- 
field, and the time forgotten. 
Minch, mince, as, " minch pies." 
Miss Nancy, a "finiking" or womanish man. 
Missis, a wife. " -^ah's t' missis?" means, How 

is your wife? 
Mistle, a cowhouse. 
Mittens, gloves without fingers, or only a 

" thumb," as, "^edgin mittens." 
Mizzle, small rain. 
MoiTiN, picking bits of stick, &c., out of wool 

before working it up. 
Moo'd up, filled. A fiimiture broker's rooms 
. are usually so moo^^i up with goods as to 

leave little room for getting into them. 
Mooter, moulter, a miller's pay in kind for 

grinding com. 
Moot Hall, the Court-house of the lord of 

the Manor of Wakefield. Until the 

present West-Riding Court-house was 

built, the Quarter Sessions were held 

here. 
Mosker'd, decayed or crumbled. Crumbling 

stone is said to be " moskenxv" ^.-^^^ . 
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MoTTY, a spot to " pitch" at, as in such games 

as quoits. 
MouLDEWARP, the mole. 
MucK,'manure or dirt. Mucky, dirty. 
MucKT AHT, cleaned out. " T' pig-coit wants 

muckin aht." 
MucKMENT, worthless person or thing. " Thah 

muckment!" 
Mud, might. " Ah mud if e wod." 
Meule, mule, an ass. 
Mummers, morris dancers (?) 
Mun, must. MuNNOT, must not. 
MuNGE, munch. **£it thy meit reit; doan*t 

munge it i that waah." 
MuRLEY GRUBS, internal griping or " bellyache." 

"Looks as sahr as if ^e'd gotten t' 

murley grubs." 
Murphies, potatoes. 
MusHERAM, mushroom. " Musheram catchup." 



N 
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AAGiN, I, gnawing. A "naagin woman" 

is a constant complainer. 

2, a " naagin "• pain is a wearying pain, 

like toothache. 
Naather, neither. "Nawther" is commonest. 
Naff, the nave of a carriage wheel. 
Nanpie, magpie. 
Naup, strike on the head. 
Nazzle, an insignificant person, usually "a nasty 

nazzle." 
^earhand, almost. "Nerehand, nothynge to 

pay." T. M. 84 ; and see ///. 98. 
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Neb, a beak« as a bird's neb or bill ; a caj) neb ; 
also the nose. **-^c's alius stickin' //is 
neb into sum'dy's pint." 

NeckAenkecher, neckerchief. 

N«VE, fist. 

Nengnails, sores caused ])y tearing into the 
"quick" the skin about finger or toe- 
nails. Also curved nails growing into 
the flesh, or troublesome "tengin" corns. 

Nep, peck. "T' young birds can't nep yit." 

Ni'fle, steal by bits at a time. 

NiVling, trifling. 

Niggle, cut with a blunt instrument, or pick 
away by bits. 

Ninny nonny, weak-minded, ineffectual. 

Nip fig, a niggardly person. 

NivvER /^EED, don't care for. 

NoA, no. 

NoAN, none ; also not, as, " it's noan o* me." 

NoBBUT, not but, only ; no more than. 

NoiT, the period of milk-giving. Cows are 
" fresh noited," or " 07a(.] noited." 

NoiTER, neat-herd, herdsman of neats — a.s. for 
cattle. 

NoMMANY, a preamble, a fonnal saying or pro- 
claiming. The crier at Quarter Sessions, 
on opening or adjourning the Court, uses 
" some mack on a nommany," beginning 
with "Oyez! oyez!" 

NooiNiN, nooning. 

Nook, corner. 

NooKiN, the chimney corner. 

Nop, a knob, a flower-bud. "T' roases is i' 
nop." 

Nor'git, Northgate. See " Kirgit." 

'SowLy OR KuawLf toll. " N<?7£/lin' t' bell." 
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NowT o'clock, of no account or consideration. 

" ZTe's n<7«/t o'clock." 
Nozzle, nose, or end, as, "t* nozzle o' t' bellasses," 

meaning the bellows-pipe. 
Nudge, touch suggestively, as with the elbow. 

"^e nud^d meh to come aht, an ah 

went." 



O 

OFF AN ON, at intervals. " Ah went three 
year, off an on." 
Off'nce, often. OfTncer, oftener. 
Offer, begin to do a thing, or make an attempt. 

" Thah mud a done it long sin, but thah's 

niwer offer'd." 
Ollathorp, Alverthorp. 
Oltos, Altofts. 
Ommost, almost. 

O'nly, lonely. " It's a o'nly rooad." 
OsTROP Laane, Ouchthorp Lane. 
OuTwooD. See " Ahtwood." 
OwER, upon, or on. "-^e ^t me ower t' 

faace." 
OvvERSEEN, duped or over-reached. " Ah wor 

rather owerseen i' t' job." 
OwERSET, overdone. " Owersetten wi wark.'* 
OwERTHWART, across. 

" He save you and me 
Overthwart and endlang that hang on a tre." 

T. M. 85. 

T' OWD Church, the ancient parish church of 
Wakefield, dedicated to All Saints. It is 
a fine, large church, and stands in a com- 



OWT OR NOWT. 51 

manding position. It appears to have 
been rebuilt, in part or intirely, several 
times. Dr. Sisson says the original Nor- 
man edifice remained till the beginning 
of the reign of Edward III. ; that in 1329 
Archbishop Melton consecrated a new 
erection, which, with the exception of 
tower and spire, was demolished 140 years 
later; and that, thereupon, the present 
structure was built. Leland (in or after 
1538) says: "The principale chirch that 
now is yn Wakefield is but of a new work, 
but it is exceeding fair and large." — Vol. 
i., fo. 45. In 1724, the south side was 
rebuilt; and toward the latter part of the 
1 8th century, the north side and east end 
also. The tower was re-cased in 1858-9. 
The spire, after being partly rebuilt and 
lowered a little in 17 15, and re-topt in 
1823, was, in 1 860-1, intirely rebuilt 
with crockets, and raised to the height of 
247 feet, thus — tower, 105 feet; stone- 
work of spire, 135 feet; vane above that, 
7 feet. Until 182 1, buildings closely 
surrounded the church ; but in that year 
these were removed, and the yard was 
extended. The present peal of ten bells 
was put up in 181 7 ; the present "quarter 
jacks" in 1859. 

Otxtd lad, the devil; also a friendly name. 
" Thaf s reight, owd lad." 

OwT FRESH? a salutation. Common answer, 
"Naah, nowi-, whafs f best news wi' 
thee ?" 

OwT OR jnowt, anything or nothing. " What k 
^e ?" " Wah, ^e's <m\ et tvoorA.^ \n\sN. "^vs. 
ht bethinks /ris sen." 
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PACK o' LIES, a Strong form of saying a state- 
ment is false. " It's all a pack o* lies." 

Paddy noddy, a roundabout story. "A long 
paddy noddy abaht n^£/t" 

Pad fooit, a supposed supernatural being on 
four feet "wi greeat saucer een," way- 
laying people in lonely places, spoken of 
as " f pad fooit." Is this an inversion of 
Footpad, a highway robber ? 

Pahke, a pimple. " Bits o' pahkes on /4is ee." 

Panshon, an earthenware bowl for domestic 
purposes. 

Pap, a teat ; also the mother's milk. 

Park^ills. See " Wringit." 

Parkin, bread consisting of oatmeal and treacle, 
customarily made for the 5 th of Novem- 
ber ; called also " treacle parkin." 

Part, a large quantity. "Thear's part ooats 
grown abaht." 

Pash, I, rottenness. " As rotten as pash." 

2, clash, fall heavily. " Pasht t' door 
to ;" " a pash o' raan." 

Pat, ready. " He'd Ms taale as pat as ^?a/t." 

Pawpy, conceited or conspicuous. "Ah doan't 
like specs : they mak a chap look so 
pawpy." 

Pawse, kick. 

Pawt, restless. Applied, for example, to a 
fidgety bed-fellow. " Duz /le pawt ? cos 
a weant lig wi' ^im if Ae duz." 

Pax wax, the neck tendon seen in " cuts " of 
beef. "As tough as pax wax." 
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Peff, a short, little cough. " Peffin an coughin ;" 
" ^e's gotten a little peffin cough." 

Pelt, run away. " Cut as ^ard as ye can pelt." 

Pewit, the plover. 

Pick, push. " Thah pickt ^im dahn." 

PiCKiN, vomiting, as in " pickin an purgin." 

PiGGiN, a small pail with one stave left long for 
a handle, used as a " lading " vessel. 

PiK, pitch. " T* neet's as black as pik." 

PiLLiNS, peelings, as " tatey pillins," for potato 
peelings. 

Pin a seet, a child's show, a pin a sight. 

Pinch, pitch. " Pinch and toss." 

PiND, impound. 

Pinderfield, one of tht open Common fields 
of Wakefield ; so named, probably, from 
an owner. The name seems to have 
nothing to do with the " Pinder of Wake- 
field." The field is not in the graveship 
of Wakefield, but in that of Stanley. 

Pissibed, the dandelion. 

Pismires, ants. 

Plague, tease. " Plague ^im a bit." 

Plat, plot, as " grass-plat." 

Plod stots, plough stots, farm servants, having 
patched dresses, and ribbon ends on hats 
and clothes, and blowing cows' horns, 
■ going round begging on Plough Monday, 
with a plough-frame steered by the last 
married man, the two youngest lads being 
drivers, two of the eldest men the beg- 
gars, and the rest taking place of horses. 
The practice is almost gone out now, 
though one party, without plough^ came 
into Wakefield in 1865, but on the wrong 
Monday — namely, a week too soon. 
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Plop, straight down. " Went plop into t' watter." 

Pluck, the lungs, heart, and liver of a sheep or 
calf. 

Plumb, to be upright. Out of plumb is out of 
perpendicular. A plumb is a straight- 
edge, with a plumb (lead) ball slung from 
the top. 

PoAK, a sack or bag. 

PocKARD, pitted with smallpox. 

PooRiSH, rather poor. 

Pop, I, pledge. A pawnbroker's is a pop-shop. 
2, effervescing ginger beer. 

Porridge, milk boiled and Bthened (thickened) 
with flour. 

PosNiT, an iron pan fSr boiling liquids, having 
either a hooped or a side handle. 

Potter, i, poke, as, " Potter t' fire." 

2, trifle. "iTe goas potterin abaght, 
doin na good." 

VcmfSE, worthless things or people. " Ah can't 
eit sich p^?z£/se." " Tak na noatis o* sich 
powse as them." 

Prahde flesh, proud flesh, excessive granula- 
tion in a wound not healed by the first 
intention. 

Prate, talk pertly or saucily, as in case of a 
young person to an elder. "Doan't 
stand pratin to me." 

Pratly, prettily, softly or gently. 

Pretheh, pray thee. " Pretheh ^od thy noise; 
thah's said enif " 

PuDDiNS, intestines. 

Pultice, a poultice. 

PuMMiL. See " Knur and Spell." 

Punch, kick. 

Pup, the bringing forth young by dogs. 
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QUAD, prison. " Shoo's i* quad." 
Quanda'ry, a state of puzzle or amaze- 
ment. 
QuARRiL, a quarry. See extract from T. M., 

under " Goodebahr." 
Quarter jacks, the quarter-hour strokes of the 

public clock. 
Quaverin, standing with fists up in a fighting 
attitude, "/^e began quaverin abaht, 
and then t' other felled ^im." 
Queer, eccentric, not usual. " A queer man ;" 
"a queer story." 



R 



Raace, chase. " They raact ^im, bud 
couldn't catch ^im." 

Raakin aht, stopping out late at night. T' 
wahrst thing i' t' world is raakin' aht." 
See song by J. H. Eccles. 

Raare, very; as "raare and weel tired." 

Raarely, great, or much, or well. " They 've 
gotten into a raare mess;" "they've 
brokken, an ahm raarely in wi' 'em;" 
" ^e's raarely off sin' ^e gat that brass." 

Rack, reach. "Brooad Rack" is the broad 
reach in the Calder. " Ah could tell by 
t' rack o' my ee t' line wor'n't straight." 

Racklesome, boisterous; not used for express- 
ing badness. " A racklesome young 
dog-rogue" is a noisy young fellow, or 
lK)y. 



56 RAPER DONCERS. 

Rackt up, ruined, destroyed. "Niwer saw a 
plaace sa rackt up i me life." 

Raddle, to interlace or intwine. "We just 
raddled a faew sticks into t' fence to 
keep t* beeas aht." 

Raffle coppin, a spendthrift; a loose, wild, 
careless fellow; a wastrel. A yam- 
spinner^s term. A coppin was a little 
cone of yam wound on a tin tube; and 
to be raffled, was to have the yam partly 
pulled ofif and entangled. 

Raffled. See " Raffle coppin." 

Rahpy, roupy. 

1, hoarse. 

2, a disease, like influenza, which do- 
mestic fowls have. 

Raisin Chapil, a name given to Salem chapel 

after its first minister, Rev. Benjamin 

Rayson. 
Ram, stink keenly. " As ram as a fox." 
Ramlin, perambulating. " Ramlin t' bahn- 

deries." 
Ran'ge, the edge; a strip. " Tak a ran*ge off 

t' gardin for a flahr boarder." 
Ranters. The Primitive Methodists are called 

" t' ranters." 
Rap an r^/n, getting unscrupulously to spend 

wastefiilly. 



** w«asten al that ye may rape and renne." 

Chan, C. T. 16,890. 

Mr. Wright explains rape as steal, and 
renne as rob. 
Raper DONCERS, rapier dancers. Local actors 
\ goi^g from house to house at Christmas 

to play short plays, the chief parts of 
which are sword combats. 
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Ratch, Stretch; also to lie, or stretch beyond 

the truth. 
Ratten, a rat. 
Raw. We say of the weather, " It's cowd and 

raw." 
Rawk, a mark. " Rawks o' muck dahn't side 

on /lis faace." 
Rawm, to rear, as, "a rawmin //orse," or, "a 

rawmin lion." 
Rawtin, roaring or braying. An ass "rawts." 
Reason or noan, reason or no reason. Said 

of any headstrong proceeding taken 

against advice, or " wilta shalta." 
Reckon, suppose. 

Red ruddle, such as is used for marking cattle. 
Reeap up, reviving things which ought to be 

(or other people wish to be) forgotten. 

"Thear's na good i reeapin up 07vd 

taales." 
Reek, smoke. 
Reek, a family, clan, or neighborhood; as, 

" He comes on a bad reek." 

" Is none in this ryke a shepherd farys wars." 

T. M. 86. 

Reesty, I, rusty (?), as "reesty" (or rancid) 
bacoji. 

2, restive, as a "reesty" horse. 

Reet, a wheelwright. 

Regabrash, ragamuffins, contemptible rabble. 
" They wor nowt bud a lot a regabrash." 

Regester office, the office established under 
the Act 2 Anne, c. 4, " for the public 
registering of all deeds, conveyances, and 
wills that shall be made of any honours, 
manors, lands, tenements, or heredity.- 
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ments within the West-Riding of the 
county of York," after 29th September, 
1 704. It is the oldest of the four Eng- 
lish registries. The East-Riding Act is 
6 Anne, c. 35 ; the Middlesex, 7 Anne, 
c. 20; and the North-Riding, 8 Geo. II., 
c. 6. 

ReicK TO, reach to. " Nah, lad, mak thy sen at 
^oam ; retch to, and help thy sen to what 
ther is." 

Retg^T, right, intirely. " R^/t dahn." "That 
reit radly shall they rew." T. M. 65. 
Putting things "to r^^^^ts" is putting 
them straight and in order. 

ReigkTEN, make right. " Ah'll reigAttn theh, if 
teh weeant be quiet." 

Rekon, a movable iron bar with pendant crook, 
and holes to regulate the height, used for 
hanging pans over a fire. 

Render, melt animal fat, as inside fat of pigs 
for lard. 

RiDiN STENG. See " Steng." 

Renk, rank, close together. " Ye*re settin that 
salary to renk by ^awf." 

Rewit, rivet. 

Rig, ridge, back. "Ah'll tak it o' my rig;" 
" there's a lot o'sparrahs up o't'^ahse rig," 

Rig'd aht, finely drest up. Shoo's gotten ^er- 
sen rig'd aht wi new cloas." 

Rime, hoar frost. 

RiNCH, rinse. 

RiviN AN TEEARiN, behaving violently. 

Rivven, torn. " Riwen a ^oil in ^is stockin;" 
also, " Raave it ^is sen." 

Roan, the roe of the female herring; also, that 
fish itself. 

Roar, to weep. 
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RooiTiN IT AHT. Rooting a thing out, is in- 
quiring fully into it. 

Rop, the string called catgut. 

Rops, the small intestines of animals. 

'Bjywi.Y vowly pxjddin, a pudding made of fruit 
and a thin cake of dough, rolled and 
boiled. 

Rue bargain, a bargain one regrets to have 
made. A man paying to be let off a 
purchase pays " for a rue bargain." 

RuMPtED, same as crumpled. 

Rumpus, a quarrel or disturbance. " Kickin' 
up a rumpus." 

RuTTLE, rattle. " Ruttlin i' my throit" 



'O The sign of the possessive case is not 
1^. often used when the name of the thing 
possessed follows. We say, "a lad ^at;" 
"a lass bonnit;" but when the name is 
understood, it is used, thus : " Whose is 
it?" " It's t' woman's." 

Sah, a sow. 

Sahnt or SANNOT, shall not. 

Said, quieted, or obedient. " They're t' warst 
bams is ars at ivver wor; they weeant be 
said at n^?a/t." "ZTe's said wi' a word." 

Salem Chapel. See " Raisin Chapil." 

Sall, shall. 

Sallit, salad ; usually and strictly, lettuce only. 

Sam, gather or pick up, as, " sam'd //is //at up;" 
" sgtm'd ^is sen up." See T. M. 27, 28. 

Same, pig's lard. "A blether o' same" is a 
bladder of lard. 

G 
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Sandal Castle is said to have been built b> 
John, eighth and last E^l of Warren, 
who made it the chief seat of his great 
Manor of Wakefield, and who died in 
June, 1347. Mr. W. H. Leatham says 
that probably a Castle of Sandal, or 
Sammerhall, existed much earlier, and 
that, the older erection being destroyed, 
the Earl restored it. See Mr. Leatham's 
Lectures^ and Sandal in the Olden Time, 
and Lupton^s Wakefield Worthies ^ p. 13. 
The battle of Wakefield, of 1460, was 
fought beneath its walls; and the place 
where, it is said, the Duke of York was 
killed, lies in Cock-and-bottle Lane, a 
short distance north of the Castlehill. 
In the war of the Parliament against 
Charles I. the Castle was besieged by 
a parliamentary force under Colonel 
Overton, to whom it surrendered in Sep- 
tember, 1645. In the following year 
the destruction of the Castle was ordered; 
and nearly all the stones have, in the 
course of time, been carried off for 
building neighboring houses. Very 
little remains of the walls. There are 
extensive views from the Keep hill. 

Sant John's. The church (first stone laid 4th 
November, 1791), was, I am told, so 
named after old Mr. John Lee, the so- 
licitor. The district is no part of the 
ancient St. John's Field, which derived 
its name from the St. John's chiu-ch, 
standing at the top of Northgate, but 
the precise site whereof is now unknown. 

Sattlin t' bells, lowering a peal of bells after 
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a full ringing. " It's church time ; they're 

sattlin t' bells." 
Savings Bank, established 1817. The present 

building in Burton Street was built about 

1835, I believe. 
Sauce, pert or forward talk. " Ah want noan o' 

thy sauce." 
Sawr >5oil, a filthy open sewer or cesspool. 

" It stinks wahrse ner a sawr //oil." 
Scahr'd, scared, frightened. 
ScHEDDLE, to become insolvent and "schedule" 

creditors. 
ScoREiN, drawing lines across, as cutting the 

skin of pork before cooking. 
Scrat, I, " owdi Scrat," or " owdi Scratch," is the 

devil. 

2, to scratch. 
ScRATTiN AN SCRAPIN, gathering together and 

saving carefully. 
ScRAUK, a mark. " If ye can't write yer naame, 

mak a scrauk." 
ScRAWM, climb, as up trees. " Can teh scrawm 

up withaht a stee?" 
Scrim, climb, as up a tree. 
ScRiMiDGE, a skirmish ; a little fight or contest. 
ScRUFFLE, a struggle. 
See. " Ye'll see," means "events will not happen 

as you suppose." 
Seenin glass, looking-glass. 
Seg. Swoln-bellied rabbits are said to be 

sagged when suffering from tubercular 

peritonitis. 
SsLViDGE, self-edge. 
Sen, self. Sens, selves, as " //issen," " ^ersen," 

"thersens," "wersens," or "ehzsens." 
Settin ON, brewers' term for putting yeast to 

the liquor to cause fermeiitauoxi. 
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Setts, paving-stones, as "Elland Edge Setts/' 

Sew, a sow. 

Sewer, sure. 

Shackle, the wrist. *' Shackles " are handcuffs. 

Shafflin, shuffling, idling. " A shafflin sort on 

a fellah *' is a lazy man. 
Shame to be seen, not fit to be seen ; untidy. 
Shagareen, chagrin. 
Sharp, quick. " Look sharp." 
Sharps, the skin drest off wheat by millers after 

the removal of the bran. 
Sheg beg, shake bag, a loosely (baggily) and 

raggedly drest, or worthless man. 
Sheh, she. "What duz sheh saah at shoo 

saysf' See"Meh." 
Shenks' mare. To ride up o* " Shenks' mare " 

is to go on foot 
Shep, a starling. 
Shivs, or Shivvins, husks taken off grain, as off 

oats. 
Shog, slow trot " Went shoggin on." 
Shoo, i, she. See " Sheh " and " Meh." 

2, to make the sound sA. "Shoo t' 

^ens aht o' f gardin." 
Shot, a sum charged or owing, usually for 

liquors at public-houses, as ale-shot. 
Shool, shovel. 
Shummakker, shoemaker ; called a " booit and 

shummakker." 
Shut, get rid, or dispose of. A vendor having 

sold his goods, has "got shut" of them. 

A spendthrift " gets shut on his brass." 
Shutterin, slipping down. " T' coils cum 

shutterin dahn t' cellar ^oil." "Shoo 

shutter'd aht o' t' chair." See "Natterin 

Nan." 
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Shutts, ancient inclosures from St. John's Field, 
lying between what we now call College 
Grove and Lord Strafford's Road, /.^.,the 
road from Savile Street to East Moor 
Road, 

Side up, to make tidy, "-ffev ye getten (i.e., 
the house) sided up, Missis V 

Side wipe, a sly rebuke. 

SiLE, to strain. A milk sile is a strainer. 

Sin, since. 

Singlet, a waistcoat. A doublet is described as 
a wadded garment. 

SiPE, to draw through or out of. "T' watter 
^s all siped through t' eearth." " Let t' 
bottle sipe aht." 

SissiN, hissing. " Summut sissin it ^edge bod- 
dom." 

SiTTiN, hatching. " T ow^ un's ^ard an fast a 
sittin." 

Six chimleys, the ancient timber and plaster 
house at the comer of Legh Street, on 
the east side of Kirkgate. From its size 
it was evidently of some consequence; 
but nothing is specially known about it. 

Skellerd, shrunk or bent — ^with heat, for in- 
stance. Parchment skellers when held 
to the fire. 

Skellinton, a skeleton. 

Skelp, strike. Noe's wife says — " For drede of 
a skelp help will thi dam." T. M. 28, and 
see id. 95. 

S&EN, look askance. 

Skep, a vessel of metal or wood with a scooped 
mouth, as a " coil-skep." 

Skerrick, a very small quantity. " Not a sker- 
rick left." 
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Skew, twist. " Skew'd it rahnd." 

Skilly, a gruel-like food supposed to be given 
to prisoners, and to poor persons in the 
workhouse. 

Skinny, mean, niggardly. "Is that all thah 
can thoil ? thah skinny thing !'* 

Skip, slip out of sight. "They raact me; bud 
didn't catch meh, cos ah cut up a entry 
an skipt em." 

Skit, a sarcastic allusion; a sneer. "Thahr 
varry fond o* thrawin' thy skits aht." 

Skitterick, the old beck flowing from the 
present Asylum ground, and parallel to 
Kirkgate, into the river near Kirkgate 
Bridge. 

Skopperil, a toy made with a pin through a 
button, or small round plate, for spinning. 

Skreed, a strip or narrow piece. 

Skrike, scream. 

Skuft. " Skuft o* t' neck *' means back of the 
neck. To "skuft** is to seize hold of 
and shake or beat. Beating is an opera- 
tion for which we have many words. 
" Skuft him " is frequently advised, but is 
generally, however, meant playftiUy. 

Skut, tail of hare or rabbit. 

Skutterin, running hurriedly. "T* litter o* 
pigs cam skutterin aht o' f coit" 

Slaakt, not half washed. Things which show 
signs or streaks of dirt, after wetting and 
pretended drying and cleaning, are 
" slaakt ovver." 

Slack, a hollow or lower place. "Dahn it 
slack." 

Slafter^ahse, slaughter-house. 

Slaht, sprinkle or splash. " Shoo dipt t' brush 
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into t' gutter >ioil an slahted ^im all ower 

wi mucky watter." 
Slape, slippery. 
Slape shod, shod in a slippery way. " T ^orse 

is so slape shod, ho, can't ^od ^is sen 

dahn y^ill." 
Slaps, slops. 
Slapstone, sinkstone. 
Slappy, sloppy; wet underfoot 
Slaave, did cleave. 
Slawer, saliva. 
Sleeave and sl/Zve, cleave. 
Sleck, I, small coal. 

2, slake, as "summut to sleck ehz 
thirst." 

3, slake, or put out, as, " sleek t* fire 
aht wi watter." 

Slip, a child's pinafore. 

Slip up, go to a place on a short business. "Ah 

can slip up onny time when ye're ready 

for meh." " Slip dahn " is used also. 
Slot, i, a slide. A door slot is a bolt, or the 

cotter; a slot of a bag is the hem for 

the string. 

2, go quickly. " Slot off." 
Slowen, cloven, split 
Sludge, wet mud. 
Sluff, slough. ''* Heart sluft " is heartbroken. 

A horse dying from over-driving is said 

to be " heart sluft." 
Slur, slide. " Slurrin up o' t' iass." 
Slushy, puddly. 
SiiCATCH, a symptom. "Zfez ^e gotten t' feaver?" 

" Noa, bud ^e's a smatch on it." 
Smits, bits of soot falling through the air. 
Smittle, communicate an infectious disease. 

" T little un wor smittled b^ \\. xfto>(Jc\.^\y 
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Smooithnin iron, the flat-iron to smoothen 

linen with, 
Smoor, smother. 
Smudge, i, the powdery and dirty portion of 

coal after " cobUns " and " sleek " are got 

out 

2, smoidd^, bum without blaze. 
Skap, or BRANDY SNAP, thin gingerbtead sold 

at fairs. 
Snatlin, wasting or decreasing gradually; money 

is a very " snatlin " thing. 
Snawel, sniffle ; talk or breathe noisily through 

the nose. 
Sneck, thumb-latch to open door by, as "doar 

sneck." Also a jutting comer of land, 

or an indent in land. 
Snert, sneer at ; laugh sneeringly. 
Snickle, a snare. A rabbit or hare snickle is a 

band or wire with a slipping loop. 
Snig, cut jaggedly or unevenly. "Whatiwer 

barber's snig'd thy ^air i that rooad ?" 
Snod, smooth and even. 
Snub, reprove. 

So AH, be quiet. " Soah, wi teh give ower !'' 
Soft, silly, foolish. 
Softs, the portion of Kirkgate which extends 

from William Street to the (late) Soke 

MUls, through which, before the Paving 

Act of 177 1, the Skitterick ran. 
Soil, i, sole. " Gotten thee shoes new soiFd. 

2, mn quickly away. " Soil it." 
Soil pot, a pot of plumber^s tarnish, to prevent 

solder adhering to lead. 
SooiT, soot. 

Soss, fall heavily. " Cam dahn wi sich a soss I" 
Spangwhew, throw with a twist 



>» 
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Sparrables, small headless nails for shoe-soles 
and heels. 

Spawt boan, the shoulder blade. 

Spelk, a splinter, a pointed thatching stick. 

Spew, vomit. " I spuyd and spyt right in his 
face." T. M. 235. 

Spice, sweet things for sucking, made chiefly of 
sugar or treacle. 

Spiff, smart. " Thah is spiff i' thy new coit." 

Spigot an fawcit, wooden tap and loose stop- 
per foj^ barrel. 

Spile, tap. To spile a cask is to make a 
small hole for drawing a little of the 
contents. 

Spink, a finch. Bull spink is bullfinch; gold 
Spink, goldfinch. 

Spittle, a Uttle spade (?). We do call a 
spade a spade; but this word is used 
here, as elsewhere, in baking-spittle. In 
digging, also, we speak of a spade-breadth 
as a "spittle-breadth;" and shaving off 
weeds from the surface of the ground 
with a spade we call " spittlin' weeds." 

Splawder, spread out ; sprawl vulgarly. 

Splint, a splinter. 

Sprag, a stout club used for pushing between 
the spokes of tram waggon wheels to stop 
them. 

Sprawt, sprawl. " Kickin an sprawtin." 

Springs, the public watering-troughs adjoining 
the pinfold near the Vicarage, now, I 
regret to say, out of repair, and filthy, as 
no Town property ought to be. 

Spurrins, banns of marriage. Giving notice 
for banns is " puttin' f spurrins in." " T' 
spurrins is aht" means that banns have 
been three times proclaimed. 
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Squaarin abaht, walking about in a somewhat 
pompous manner. What we call " sweg- 
gerin up an dahn." 

Squirt, a syringe. 

Staith or STAAH, a place by the river for 
shipping goods. " Coil staah." 

Stall'd, tired, out of patience. "AhVe lent 
an lent 'till ahm fair stall'd o* lendin." 
" Ahm staird on ^im, an ah'll stan' it na 
longer." 

Stark, stiff. " Rett stark wi cowd." 

Stark-starein, exceedingly, as " stark-starein 
mad." 

Starv'd, cold. "Ahm ommost starv'd stiff;" 
also, pined. 

Stattis, statute fair, "^ired at Waakfild 
stattis." 

Staupin, long-striding. " Shoo's a greeat awkerd 
staupin' thing." 

Stee, a ladder, or steps. 

St«*d, stead, a place, as, " door st^/d" for door- 
way. 

St^/l, a handle or stem, as, "brush st^/1;" a 
" musheram st«l." 

St«m, give an order. 

Steng, stang, a long pole. "Ridin t' steng" 
is taking a pole and placing an effigy of 
an obnoxious person on it, and carrying 
it about by way of censuring the indi- 
vidual. Sometimes a living person would 
be carried on it to make proclamation of 
the offender's sins against good morals. 
Formerly, it is said, the sinner himself 
was put on the stang. 

Steng and teng, to sting. 

Stennard, the land, now an island, between 
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the old mill goit and the river Calder. 
It was part of the waste of the Manor 
inclosed under the Wakefield Inclosure 
Act of 1793. 
Stewen, the voice. " Thah's a rare stewen, 
lad." 

^^ Abelle, God that shope both erth and heven, 

I pray to thee that thou hear my Steven." 

T. M. 12. 
** I hard by his steven 
He was sent down fro heven." Id. 94. 

Stew, an uproar, a fright. " What a stew ye 
mak i' t' plaace !" " Hq wor in a stew!" 

Stiff, proud of, or pleased with, ^^e's rare an 
stiff on it." " Stiff o' t' job." 

Stilts, handles, as "ploo stilts;" "wheelbarra 
stilts." 

Stilyerds, steelyards, a weighing machine. 

Stir, commotion, good or bad. " Ah ^eeard a 
stir it' plaace, and ah fan ivvery thing e 
uproar." "Come to ahr stir at Cressa- 
mas; we sal ^ev a bit on a party!" 

Stitch, sharp and sudden pain, as a stitch in 
the side. 

Stithy, an anvil. 

Stocks, a frame, a standing, as bed stocks. 
Head stocks are the top of the drawing- 
frame over a coal-pit. The stocks for 
offenders have ceased out of Wakefield 
itself, though not from the out-lying 
places. The last time ours were used 
was in February, 1838, when a decent 
man, a barber, was put in for shaving 
somebody on a Sunday morning! The 
stocks then stood near the N.W. comer 
of the old churchyard, under an Eav« 
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drop. Before that they were where the 
church steps now are, S.E. of the church. 

Stooil, a stool 

Stoop, a post set in the ground. We call a 
post and rail fence " stoops an raals." 

Stonch, staunch. 

SxoRte, estimation, regard for. " ZTe sets a good 
deal o' store by ^er." "ZTe sets no store 
by it." 

Storken, stiffen, as mutton gravy does. 

Stormcock, the missel thrush. 

Stowen, a stem; also, a stump. A hedge cut 
down "to f stowens" is cut so as to 
leave only the stumps of the shrubs. 

Strade, did stride. 

Strawbengie, a straw-hat so called ; and a 
friend reminds me that it was as big as a 
beehive. The name is perhaps only a 
play upon that of Mr. Strawbenzie, some 
time Keeper of Wakefield House of Cor- 
rection. I am told that the name was 
used at and near York above thirty years 
ago. 

Stride it, measure by striding. 

Strinkle, sprinkle, scatter sparingly. 

Strum or strun, a wicker strainer for prevent- 
ing the "grains" running out of the 
mash tub with the liquor in brewing. 

Stub, dig up. To stub a fence is to dig out the 
roots. See Northern Farmer. 

Stutts, stammers. 

Sty. Sty is explained to mean narrow road, 
A.S. Stya, A bridle sty road is a road 
for horses only (not carriages). See 
T. M. 1 6, and Glossary. 

SuMMAT, somewhat, 
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SuMMAT at's nowt, Something of no value. 

"It is naught, saith the buyer." — Prav, 

XX. 14. 
Sump 4oil, a hole for wet refuse to drain into ; 

a cesspool. 
Sup, drink, " Sup it off." 
SuTHERiN WOOD, southem wood. 
SwADS, pods, as " pey swads." 
Swap, exchange. 
SwAPE, a winch, a handle, as of grindstone or 

common windlass, usually called " swape 

handle." 
Swarm, climb, as up a tree. 
SwARTH, sward. "A nice swarth up o' that 

grass plat." 
Swatch, a scrap, or sample. 
SwEEAL, melt or waste away rapidly. A candle 

"guttering" in a draught "sweeals;" a 

man becoming thin " sweeals away to 

n^?ze/t" 
SwEGGER, swagger, boast. 
SwELTED, sweating profusely with heat. 
Swig, a good draught. " Tak a good swig." 
SwiLLiNs, kitchen refuse for pig-food. 
Swinge, whip with a rod. 
Switch, i, a thickish twig. 

2, strike smartly. 

3, to " switch away" is to go rapidly 
off. 

4, to "sAvitch into" is to attack quickly 
and smartly. 

Sy, bulge or swell out. " T' wall's syed aht." 
SvLUM. The Pauper Lunatic Asylum of the 
West-Riding, at East Moor, was opened 
23rd November, 18 18, after an expendi- 
ture of above ;^4o,ooo. It has been 
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much enlarged at several times since, at 
the cost probably of an equal sum. The 
separate portion for women, that which 
appears the most elevated, was com- 
pleted in 1847, and cost nearly ;£'3o,ooo. 
In August, 1865, there were 1,140 pati- 
ents under treatment: men, 540; and 
women, 600. The report of the Visit- 
ing Justices in December, 1864, declares 
the need of additional wards for 122 
patients, and a hospital for infectious 
cases, to provide which ;£8,ooo will be 
required. 



TA, take. "Ta it wi' theh;" "shoo taes it 
wi' >^er." 

Taastril, a worthless or mischievous fellow, 
equivalent perhaps to "wastril," and 
"raffle coppin," but with a meaning of 
mischievousness. 

Tammy Hkll, a building near Wood Street, 
erected by shareholders as a Piece or 
Tammy hall for sale of woollen and 
worsted cloths. The deeds of convey- 
ance bear date 9th and loth June, 1777. 
Tammies were coarse worsted-like cloths, 
such as are not made now. The trade 
went down in the great war with France, 
and has not been revived. In 1820, the 
hall was sold to the Mariotts, of West- 
gate Common, who still own it. 

Tantrum, ill temper, exhibition of passion. 

Tateys, potatoes. 
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Taws, marbles; but the taw proper is the 
special marble which the player shoots, 
or fillips^ from his thumb. 

Teem, pour. " Teem it aht." " It teems dahn 
wi raan." 

Teg-reg. "Teg-reg and bob tail" means an 
assemblage of odds and ends of people, 
a rabble. 

Teh, thou. "Can teh read writing" When 
emphatic, thou is " thah." 

T«CH, teach. 

Teng and steng, sting. " Teng'd be a wasp." 

Tent, i, prevent. " Ah'l tent theh." To tent 
birds is to frighten them from newly- 
sown or ripening com. 

2, watch or take care of, as tent cattle 
when feeding in lanes. An engine fire- 
man is an engine tenter. 

Tenter ^ooks, hooks on wooden frames for 
stretching cloth to dry in a tenter field. 

Tew, strive. "'Ah tew'd 'till ah wor fair done 
up." " Tew wi f wark." 

Thah, thou.. See " Teh" and " Meh." 

Theh, thee. " Ah'll sp^Tc to theh in a minnit." 
See under " Meh." 

Theck, thatch. 

Ther, their. " It tuml'd up o' ther ^eeads." 
When emphatic, we say their. See 
" Meh." 

Thick, friendly. " They're noan thick." 

Thick->^eeaded, foolish, stupid. 

Thing-a-me-toy, a saying used for a name when 
that cannot be called to mind; also a 
slighting term, " Miss Thing-a-me-toy." 

Thoil, bestow without grudging. " ZTe ^es a 
poor thoil ;" " can't thoil >^is sen m«t." 
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Thraave, throve. " Nivver thraave at after." 

Threeap, contradict, as "threeap me dahn." 
See T. M. 241. 

Thrip box, a thrift box; a box for a child's 
savings. 

Thros'le, the song thrush. 

Thropple, the throat. 

Throttle, strangle. 

Thump, strike with the hand. 

Thunner, thunder. 

Tic tag, the beat of clock or watch; a short 
space of time. " Be back in a tic tac." 

Tift, an angry contention. "A bit on a tift" 
is a little quarrel. 

TiGG, touch. 

TiGGERY touch WOOD. A children's game, 
wherein one who "has the tiggs" tries to 
"tigg" some other who is not toiiching 
wood or does not claim bail or " barley." 
The player thus " tigged" then has the 
tiggs in place of the first. "Tiggs," 
simply, is played similarly, without touch- 
ing wood, " Let's laak at tiggs, an noa 
touchin wood." 

Tilt, raise up. Barrels of beer are tilted be- 
hind when nearly empty. 

TiNG-A-LiNG, a child's imitation of a bell. 

Tip, turn yp sharply. " Tipt it ower." 

TiPE, lifting it up or over. 

Tit, a horse. " Good sort on a tit that." 

Tite, quickly, as soon, or as readily. "Give 
in? Naah, ah'U be /leng'd as tite." 

Titter, suppressed laughter. 

Toane, the one. " Toane or tuther." 

Toathre, two or three; a few. 

ToiT, trifling ; playing with work. Toiting about 
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a thing, is only half-doing it. See "I* 
toit." 

Tom an jerry ^oil, a beer-shop. 

Tommy barse, the spiny backed fish, Ruffe, 
Acerina vulgaris. 

Tom painer, a common yellowish beetle-like 
insect found on hawthorn. 

ToppiN, the forelock. Not long ago the arti- 
ficial curling of "toppings" for ladies 
becoming grey, but unwilling to accept 
their condition, formed a large branch of 
the hairdresser's business. 

Topple ower tail, turn a " summerset." 

ToTGLASS, a small drinking glass, holding a 
fourth of a pint, or less. 

T OTHER DAAH, a day or two since, an unas- 
certained day not long past. " It wor 
nobbut t' other daah at it happened." 

Trail tengs, an untidy, slipshod woman. 

Trapesin, walking or draggling about in dirty 
weather. The use of the word implies 
censure. 

Trapt, squeezed between, or struck sharply 
by, something hard. " Trapt my thumb i' 
t' nick o' t' doar." " Trapt it wi' a hammer." 

Tresh, trash, a worthless thing. 

Treshin, similar to trapesin. 

Trones, steelyards. 

Trun'l, trundle, a wheel, as " wheelbarra trun'l." 

TuML*D, creased, disordered. 

TuNNiL, a funnel. 

Tup, I, a ram. 

2, run at and strike with the head. 

Tup'nce, twopence. We say " thrip*nce, fip'nce," 
and so on. 

TussEL, wrestle or strive. 

H 
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TwiLT I, beat. " Twilt him." 

2, quilt or stitch in patterns. 

3, a quilt or bed-cover. 
Twinge, an earwig, th^forjicula auricular ia. 
Twi'ney, fretful. 

Tyg (tig). " As full as ^e can tig" means that 
a man has drunk as much ale as he is 
able to drink. A " tyg" was an ordinary 
drinking cup of the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries, made in Staffordshire, 
with two or more handles. See Art 
Journal^ 1864, p. 340. 
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ULLOT, an owl. 
Ummlebee or ummabee, the humble bee. 

Umlock, hemlock. Applied to several umbeUi- 
ferous plants. 

Underhand, secretly, unfairly. 

Ungain, inconvenient. 

Unitarian Chapil. This building, in West- 
gate, was built 1 75 1. It was frequently 
called ** Johnson chapil," after the late 
Rev. Thomas Johnstone, some time 
minister; and longer ago, " Bell chapil," 
because of its being the only Noncon- 
formist place of worship summoning its 
worshippers by ringing a bell. 

Up a daasy, a nurse's phrase when dancing a 
child in her hands. 

Up^od, uphold. "Ah'll up^od theh" is an 
assuring phrase said to one who doubts 
his ability or competency. 

Up street, means the upper part of the town. 
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'' Ar yeh bahn up street?" " Dahn 
street" is used in a similar manner. 
Uptak. " T' uptak of all" means, exceeds 
everything. 



V 
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rARjus, verjuice, something very sour. 



W 



WAH, why (?), an exclamation often used, 
but not interrogatively: "Areteh goin 
^oam?" **Wah, naah; ah think ah sahnt 
goa just yit." Sometimes it denotes sur- 
prise: "Wha! tha ses it!" This is a 
common word with Cain and others in 
the T. M. 

Wabble, shake, like water in a bucket when 
carried unsteadily. " Wabbles abaht." 

Wack, beat with hand or weapon. 

Wae's t' //eart ! woe is the heart ! an exclama- 
tion. 

Wae worth theh ! woe be to thee ! " Wo 
worth that bewte also that is rowtheless." 
Chaucer^ Troi. and C. b. 2. 

Waff, a puff, as of wind. "Ah felt a waflf o' 
my cheek." 

Wahterdehs, working days. 

Wakefield. The Parish consists of Wake- 
field, Horbury, Stanlcy-cum- Wren thorp, 
andAlverthorp-with-Thoms; each a town- 
ship maintaining its own poor. The 



78 WAKEFIELD. 

Manor comprises the parishes of Wake- 
field; Sandal Magna; Dewsbury, with 
Eccleshill, now said to be in Bradford 
parish ; West Ardsley; Emley; Kirkburton 
and Halifax, except Southowram and 
Elland-cum-Greetland ; parts of the pa- 
rishes of Almondbury and Kirkheaton; 
also the township of Norman ton ; and 
the hamlet of Middlestown in Thomhill 
parish. It was in the hands of the Earls 
of Warren soon after the Norman Con- 
quest. John, the last Earl, died 1347, 
and after this it belonged to the crown. 
Edward III. granted it to his son Ed- 
mund, from whom it descended to 
Richard, Duke of York, the Duke of the 
battle of 1460, and to his son Edward 
IV. Since Charles I. it has belonged to 
subjects, and the family of the Duke of 
Leeds acquired it by purchase. See 
Lup ton's Wakefield Wbrf/zies, pp. 12-14. 
Mr. F. Lumb tells me the Court Rolls 
are in existence from about 1272, except 
a few of different dates, including both 
parchment and paper Rolls for the year 
of the battle of Marston Moor, 1643-4. 
The Municipal Borough includes Wake- 
field Township, and parts of Stanley- 
cum-Wrenthorp and Alverthorp-with 
Thorns. The charter bears date nth 
March, 1848. The Parliamentary Bo- 
rough is a little less extensive than the 
municipal. Wakefield did not send a 
member prior to the Reform Act of 1832, 
but that Act gave the privilege of return- 
ing one. 
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Wallap, beat, with or without weapon. 

Wand, warrant. This pronunciation comes of 

a mishearing, as in case of " suepinion" 

for subpoena. 
Wapper, a great thing. ** That's a wapper." 
War and warse, worse. " Shoo gets war an 

war." " Wars pepille, wars lawes." T. M. 

310. 
Ware, expend or lay out. ** -^ah much did ta 

ware on it?'* 
Ware, wear. I have heard women use this 

word to denote the length of their 

married life. "Ah ware aar Jack ten 

year." 
Wark, I, work. 

2, ache, as "/^eead, or belly, or tooith, 

wark." 
Wark'us, workhouse. 
War aht, strike or spread out, strive (?). See 

T. M. 8. 319. 
Warran, warrant, to assure. " Yond is Moyses, 

I dar warrand." T. M. 60. 
Warrengate. See "Wringit." 
Wartren, a weight of six pounds. A term 

used in the blanket and yam trades. 
Wastril, a reckless spender ; a waster of his 

money, or time, or abilities. 
Waiter, water. 
Watter blob, water lily ; also the flower of the 

caltha palustris. 
Waver, the place where the pinfold and 

"Springs" are. Is Waver, waifer, the 

pound for estrays and waifs? 
Wax end, a shoemaker's thread. 
Weddiners, a weddin party. 
Weh, we. " West goa if weh like." 



